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City Council Meeting Minutes 
City of Ranier, Koochiching County, Minnesota 

January  21st, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
A regular meeting of the Ranier City Council was held at 6:30 p.m. in the Ranier 
Community Building.   
 
Members present: Acting Mayor Todd Coulombe. Councilmembers: Tony Cole, Ron 

Wilcox, Brenda Bauer and City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux  
 
Members absent: Mayor Dennis Wagner  
 
Ranier employees:      Tara Mai, Deputy Clerk; Nick Sears, Maintenance Supervisor; 

Leon Lessard, Maintenance Worker 
 
Others in attendance: Arden Barnes, Thomas Hall, Spenser Bickett - The Journal 
 
Acting Mayor Todd Coulombe called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Motion by Councilmember Bauer, second by Councilmember Cole and carried to 
approve the minutes from the January 13, 2014 council committee of the whole 
meeting.   
 
LIQUOR STORE BUSINESS 
 
The Council reviewed the Ranier Municipal Liquor Store operating statement for the 
month of December 2013 with a monthly net profit of $5,467.86 and with a year to date 
net profit of $57,949.56.   
 
Motion by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember Cole and carried 
to approve December 2013 Ranier Municipal Liquor Store operating statement with 
a net profit of $5,467.86. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Bauer, seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and carried 
to approve Liquor Liability insurance coverage for the city for the year 2014 and to 
maintain the $1,500,000 in liquor liability for the Ranier Municipal Liquor Store.    
 
BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION BUSINESS 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember Bauer and carried 
to continue paying dues to Heart of Continent. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember Bauer and carried 
to approve the resignation of City Administrator Kim Nuthak. 
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Motion by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember Bauer and carried 
to approve the appointment of Sherril Gautreaux as City Administrator. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember Cole and carried 
to approve the engagement letter with Miller McDonald for 2014 financial auditing 
services. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wilcox, second by Councilmember Bauer and carried to 
approve designation of Lyndon Larsen as the Ranier City Attorney for 2014, 
however, if necessary other legal advice could be attained. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Cole, seconded by Councilmember Bauer and carried to 
designate Bremer Bank, Trustar, Edward Jones Investments and Border State 
Bank to be Ranier’s official depositories for the year 2014. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Bauer, seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and carried 
to designate the Journal as the City of Ranier’s official newspaper for the year 2014. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Bauer, seconded by Councilmember  Wilcox and carried 
to designate Council member Coulombe as Acting Mayor for 2014. 
 
Regarding the list of committees for 2014, after discussion, the following motion was 
made: 
 
Motion by Councilmember Bauer, seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and carried 
to approve the below list of committee participants as follows: 
 

1.) Committee of the Whole – All Council Members 
2.) North Koochiching Sanitary Sewer District – John Bruggeman 
3.) Koochiching Community Development Assoc. – Dennis Wagner 
4.) Destination Voyageurs National Park – Todd Coulombe 
5.) Voyageurs National Park Governmental Affairs – Todd Coulombe 
6.) Heart of the Continent Committee- Ron Wilcox and Brenda Bauer 

 
Motion by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember Bauer and carried 
to approve salary increases for Rink Workers at $1.00 per hour after a year of 
employment. 
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After review of the list of bills for the month of December 2013, the following motion 
was made. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wilcox, second by Councilmember Bauer and carried to 
approve the payment of the bills as presented. 
 
 
Water  $          108,898.20  
General $           10,046.93       
Rec Club $            0.00 
Liquor     $   24,909.65 
TOTAL $ 143,854.78 
 
 
BUILDING, STREETS AND GROUNDS BUSINESS: 
 
Councilmember Wilcox gave an update on pricing outdoor speakers for the rink.  As 
previously suggested, an outdoor speaker system cannot be hooked into the Midcontinent 
Cable system to play music because the City is not subscribed to cable music channels.  
In addition, wireless speakers are not feasible because they run off batteries which would 
have to be monitored and changed periodically. It would be more practical to have wired 
outdoor speakers.   The speakers do need to be powered by an amplifier.  Councilman 
Wilcox found a system that would allow the radio or an I-Pod to be hooked into the 
system.    The cost of the speakers and an amplifier to power the wireless speaker system 
will be more than $300 budgeted for the project. However, the total cost is projected to be 
less than $500.  The Council will need to amend the motion for a $500 budget to cover 
the costs of the sound system.   
 
Motion by Councilmember Bauer, seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and carried 
to approve raising the budget for the sound system from $300 to $500.  
 
WATER BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
COUNCIL TO ADDRESS NEW BUSINESS: 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
Citizen Thomas Hall addressed the issue of forming a water district.  Hall is concerned 
about any potential tax increases for the citizens.  Hall referred to an existing bond 
relating to Ranier that needs to be researched.  Acting Mayor Coulombe assured Hall that 
the water district issue is in very early stages of research and planning.  Coulombe 
thanked Hall for raising his concerns and assured him that the Council would be diligent 
in researching all the issues involved in creating a water district. 
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Citizen Arden Barnes voiced concerns with pumping water out of international waters to 
be used for the water district.   
 
Motion by Councilmember Wilcox, second by Councilmember Cole and carried to 
adjourn the regular council meeting at 6:48 p.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________         _______________________________ 
Mayor Dennis Wagner                 Date 
 
________________________________  ______________________________ 
City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux   Date 


