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RANIER CITY COUNCIL  
MEETING MINUTES 

CITY OF RANIER, MINNESOTA 
NOVEMBER 17, 2014 AT 6:30 P.M. 

 
A regular meeting of the Ranier City Council was held at 6:30 p.m. in the Ranier Community Hall.   
 
Members present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers Tony Cole, Todd Coulombe, 

and Ron Wilcox  
Members absent: Councilmember Brenda Bauer 
Ranier employees: City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux 
Others in attendance: Spenser Bickett, The Journal; Citizens Thomas Hall, Joanne Keller, Gary 

and Debbie Abrams.  
 
Mayor Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.  A quorum of the council was present. 
 
BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION BUSINESS 

 
• To approve the minutes of previous Council Meeting (10/20/2014):  

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and carried 
unanimously to approve the previous minutes from the Regular Council Meeting (10/20/2014). 
 

• To approve the List of Bills for the month of October, 2014: 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and carried to 
approve the October, 2014 list of bills in the amounts of: 
  
$6,001.07 for General  
$23,572.28 for Liquor Store 
$14,661.82 for Water    
 

• To approve Account Balances for Liquor, General and Water accounts and Profit and Loss 
Statements for all three accounts.   

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and carried 
unanimously to approve the account balances and Profit and Loss statements to date for each account. 
 

• To approve 2015 License to Sell Cigarettes – Loon’s Nest: 
 

A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and carried 
unanimously to approve 2015 license to sell cigarettes for Loon’s Nest. 
 

• To approve Ordinance No. 151 “For Internal Financial Controls and Payment of Valid Claims”: 
 

A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Cole and carried 
unanimously to approve Ordinance No. 151 “For Internal Financial Controls and Payment of Valid 
Claims”. 
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• To approve appointment of Councilmember Todd Coulombe as alternate Ranier representative 
to North Koochiching Sanitary Sewer District: 

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and carried 
unanimously to approve appointment of Coulombe as alternate Ranier representative to North 
Koochiching Sanitary Sewer District. 
 

• To approve changing date of the December 2014 Committee of the Whole meeting date to 
December 9: 
 

A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and carried 
unanimously to change the December Committee of the Whole meeting from December 8 to December 
9 at 6:30. 
 
LIQUOR STORE BUSINESS 
 

• To approve the October 2014 Ranier Municipal Liquor Store operating statement: 
 
The Council reviewed the operating statement showing a net profit of $4,641.62 or 12.01% and a year to 
date profit of $70,695.02.  The 2014 YTD net profit shows an increase of around $14,000 and an increase 
in monthly net profit from 2013.   
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and carried 
unanimously to approve the October 2014 Ranier Municipal Liquor Store operating statement.  
 
BUILDING, STREETS AND GROUNDS BUSINESS 
 

• To approve the purchase of Christmas lights and necessary accessories in an amount not to 
exceed $1,000: 
 

The council discussed the purchase and placement of Christmas lights for decorating the trees in front of 
the Community Hall, the park pavilion and possibly around the Big Vic statue.  Mayor Wagner would like 
for Nick Sears to have the decorating completed before Thanksgiving. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and carried 
unanimously to approve the purchase of Christmas lights and necessary accessories in an amount not to 
exceed $1,000. 

 
• To approve an extension of 2013 Land Use Permit issued to John Bruggeman: 

 
Mr. and Mrs. John Bruggeman were granted a building permit in 2013 for a garage renovation project.  
The project has not yet been completed but is expected to be completed by the end of this year or during 
the spring of 2015. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and carried 
unanimously to approve the extension of the 2013 Land Use Permit to John Bruggeman for finishing a 
garage renovation. 
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• To approve the International Falls Adult Hockey League Outdoor Winter Classic to be held at the 
Ranier Rink: 

 
The International Falls Adult Hockey League has requested the use of the Ranier Rink for the Outdoor 
Winter Classic Hockey Tournament on January 3, 2015.  It is anticipated that approximately 40 players will 
participate in the tournament which is scheduled from noon to 5:00 pm.  Additional picnic tables and 
garbage cans will be needed.  Maintenance Manager Nick Sears will coordinate with the League in the 
case of additional resource needs.   
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and carried 
unanimously to approve the International Falls Adult Hockey use of the Ranier Rink for the League 
Outdoor Winter Classic on January 3, 2015. 
 
WATER BUSINESS 

Correspondence from City of International Falls Administrator Ken Anderson regarding a proposed change 
in past policy related to a Freeze Protection Credit which amounts to 1,000 gallons per day (gpd) credit to 
allow a fire hydrant to be run continuously in the winter months to prevent freeze up of the water mains 
in the Sunset Cove area.   “The history of the issue has been described with minor modifications in an e-
mail from our Chief Water Operator as follows:    This credit is a carryover from when we (International 
Falls) owned the “Sunset Cove” area east of Ranier.  We would run a hydrant out there to prevent freeze 
up of the water main that services the area.  Since we were using Ranier’s water to do this, we credited 
Ranier’s usage 1,000 gallons per day to keep “our” customers from freezing up.  The practice of running 
the hydrant to prevent freeze ups continues, but now Ranier owns the Sunset Cove waterline(s).  It is now 
Ranier’s responsibility to maintain service to this area.  The cost of 1,000 gallons of water sold to Ranier is 
currently worth $10.12.  During the winter of 2013/2014, International Falls credited the City of Ranier 
1,000 gallons per day for 153 days.  This credit in gallons charged was done here at the Plant as part of my 
Monthly Reports and was forwarded to both the City of Ranier and to the City of International Falls Water 
Clerk as a matter of monthly routine.  The total amount credited has a value of $1,548.36 this past 
winter.  One way of looking at this is that the City of International Falls paid the City of Ranier $1,548.36 to 
keep Ranier’s waterlines from freezing (just this past year).   He concluded by suggesting that we 
discontinue the Freeze Protection Credit to the City of Ranier so that you may address the probability of 
future freeze up issues in a way your staff feels is best and at your expense.    I believe that this approach 
makes the most sense for the City of International Falls and should have taken place some time ago when 
the Sunset Cove water distribution system responsibilities were assumed by the City of Ranier.   I hope 
you agree that this conclusion is fair.  I further hope the termination of the Freeze Protection Credit will 
not create a hardship for you or your citizens and you have some time to make accommodations in your 
2015 Water Dept. Budget, Ken Anderson, City Administrator, International Falls.”    

Mayor Wagner would like a comprehensive review of water rates system and asked for permission to with 
Ken Anderson.  All of councilmembers present are interested in discussing water rates with International 
Falls.   
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
The crossing arms have been installed at the Spruce Street/CSAH 20 crossing.  Gautreaux will have a 
discussion with Koochiching County Engineer Joe Sutherland as to the appropriate procedure for correctly 
instituting the “quiet zone”.  Thomas Hall believes that there is an application to the Federal Railroad 
Administration for a quiet zone of which the first step is the installation of the crossing arms.  CN RR has 
not completed the much needed crossing grade work and Mayor Wagner stated that it is too late in the 
season for CN RR to complete it.  The crossing grade will be priority work for 2015. 
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A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Coulombe and carried unanimously to 
adjourn the meeting at 6:48. 
 
 

       
_______________________________ ______________________________ 
Mayor Dennis Wagner                  Date 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 

      
       ______________________________ 
City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux   Date 


