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City Council Meeting Minutes 
City of Ranier, Minnesota 

February 18, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
A regular meeting of the Ranier City Council was held at 6:30 p.m. in the Ranier 
Community Building.   
 
Members present: Mayor Dennis Wagner. Councilmembers: Brenda Bauer, Tony 

Cole, Todd Coulombe, and Ron Wilcox  
Members absent:  None 
Ranier employees: City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux, Deputy City Clerk Tara 

Mai, and Leon Lessard, Maintenance Worker 
Others in attendance: Roberta Hagen, Ranier Recreation Club President; Arden 

Barnes, Citizen; Spenser Bickett, Reporter- The International 
Falls Journal; Dianna Hoopingarner, Citizen; Mary Ann Kasich, 
Citizen 

 
Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Motion by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and 
carried to approve the minutes from the January 21, 2014 regular council meeting.   
 
Motion by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and 
carried to approve the minutes from the February 10, 2014 Committee of Whole 
meeting. 
 
LIQUOR STORE BUSINESS 
 
The Council reviewed the Ranier Municipal Liquor Store operating statement for the 
month of January, 2014 with a monthly net profit of $4,478.53 and with a year to date 
net profit of $4,478.53.   
 
Motion by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember Bauer and carried to 
approve the January, 2014 Ranier Municipal Liquor Store operating statement with a 
net profit of $4,478.53. 
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BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION BUSINESS 
 
After review of the list of bills for the month of January 2014, the following motion was 
made: 
 
Motion by Councilmember Bauer, seconded by Councilmember Cole and carried to 
approve the payment of the January 2014 bills as presented. 
 
Water  $           26,572.61  
General $           45,030.85       
Rec Club $            0.00 
Liquor     $   36,262.23 
TOTAL  $ 107,865.64 
 
 
RANIER RECREATION CLUB 
 
Roberta Hagen from the Ranier Rec Club asked the Council to approve the extension of 
the premises permit in order for the Rec Club to lawfully sell pull-tabs in the Municipal 
Liquor Store. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Wilcox and seconded by Councilmember Bauer and 
carried to approve the Premises Permit Application for the Ranier Rec Club to extend 
the lease to March 31, 2016. 
 
Roberta Hagen gave an update on the Ranier Rec Club Skating Party on February 16 
stating that it was a success.  Hagen thanked City workers Buddy Lessard and Nick Sears 
for all their assistance in making the party a success.  Hagen estimated that around 200 
people attended the party.  Mayor Wagner thanked Hagen on behalf of the Rec Club 
and others who participated for all the hard work put into making the skating party a 
success. 
 
On behalf of Lindsey Goulet, Rec Club member, Hagen gave an update on the Grant 
Projects.  The Rec Club received funding from KCDA for the purchase of exercise 
equipment that will be placed in City Park.  Evolve U Fitness has expressed interest in 
partnering with the Rec Club in offering free fitness instruction at the Park.  Evolve U 
does carry liability insurance. 
 
The second project involves placing “community” pianos at Ranier City Park, the Spruce 
Street Landing Dock and the City Beach Pavilion.  The pianos would be painted by local 
artists in conjunction with the Northland Art Society.   The Council would need to 
approve the placement of the pianos on Ranier public property.  A local music teacher 
has offered to provide “Mommy and Me” free piano classes.  Citizen Arden Barnes 
worried about the noise.  Councilman Wilcox offered that Ranier does have noise 
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ordinances that would have to be followed in conjunction with the program.  The City 
Administrator will provide the noise ordinance parameters to the Rec Club. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Coulombe and seconded by Councilmember Cole to 
approve allowing Evolve U Fitness to provide fitness instruction. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Coulombe and seconded by Councilmember Cole to 
approve the placement of pianos at the three public places in conjunction with Rec 
Club project. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Coulombe and seconded by Councilmember Cole to 
approve allowing a local music teacher to instruct music lessons on the pianos placed 
on public property. 
 
BUILDING, STREETS AND GROUNDS BUSINESS: 
 
City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux gave an update on the McReynolds property 
demolition advising that she had spoken with Walt Bullar, Koochiching County 
engineering.  Bullar assured that the demolition was scheduled for early spring.  
Gautreaux will monitor the progress and scheduling of the demolition.  
 
WATER BUSINESS: 
 
Mayor Wagner gave an update on the joint water district issue.  He has contacted 
International Falls Mayor Bob Anderson to ask for a study of feasibility of joint water 
district.  Wagner and Anderson will explore the economic feasibility of forming a joint 
water district.  Wagner asked that the Council study the methodology in calculating our 
current water rates formulated by the Springsted group in 2007.  Wagner asked that an 
income statement for the water system be presented at the next meeting.   
 
COUNCIL TO ADDRESS NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Administrator Gautreaux stated that the Koochiching County Sheriff Brian Jesperson 
asked for the City of Ranier’s participation on the Koochiching County Hazard 
Mitigation/FEMA steering committee.  Mayor Wagner asked that the Council 
recommend an appropriate representative at the next Committee of the Whole 
meeting. 
 
Recommendation by Mayor Wagner for Council to appoint a representative to 
Koochiching County Hazard Mitigation Committee. 
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OPEN FORUM 
 
Citizen Dianna Hoopingarner reported on issues with her home foundation.  
Hoopingarner asserts that the foundation of her home is damaged from nearby rock 
blasting.  She has contacted several offices and parties including the State Attorney 
General’s office for assistance in getting compensation for her damages.  She wants the 
City of Ranier to be involved with her efforts in identifying the responsible party and 
obtaining compensation.  She feels that the blasting was too close to residential 
property.  Mayor Wagner stated that he is familiar with the blasting operations and 
doesn’t believe the City of Ranier is responsible for any damages.  He stated that the 
County issued the blasting permits and is responsible for ensuring that the blasting 
company is in compliance.  Wagner stated that the blasting companies are insured 
against any damages that they may cause. 
 
Citizen Arden Barnes expressed her opinion regarding the City of International Falls 
using Ranier’s billboard to advertise City Beach.  She doesn’t feel that the City of the 
I’Falls should be allowed to use Ranier’s billboard. 
 
Wagner discussed the proposal by Bernie Woods to place a Memorial to Ed Woods on 
public land near Big Vic.  He will ask Woods to come to the next meeting to make a 
presentation on the proposal.  In reviewing the proposed plans presented by Woods, 
Councilmember Cole questions whether Woods wants a memorial “park” or a 
memorial “statue”.  Cole suggests that there are many other Ranier citizens that are 
also worthy of memorializing and that the Council should keep that in mind when 
deciding whether to allow the memorial to be erected.  Cole suggested that if a 
memorial “park” were erected that it should include other Ranier forefathers who 
contributed to Ranier’s development. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Coulombe, seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and 
carried to adjourn the regular council meeting at 7:13 p.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ _____________________________ 
Mayor Dennis Wagner  Date 
 
 
 
________________________________  _____________________________ 
City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux  Date 


