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Ranier City Council  
Meeting Minutes 

City of Ranier, Minnesota 
April 21, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
A regular meeting of the Ranier City Council was held at 6:30 p.m. in the Ranier 
Community Building.   
 
Members present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers: Brenda Bauer, 

Tony Cole, Todd Coulombe and Ron Wilcox  
 
Members absent:  None 
 
Ranier employees: City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux, Deputy City Clerk 

Tara Mai  
 
Others in attendance: Thomas Hall, Mike Wellcome, Mr. and Mrs. Dick Forsythe 
 
Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Bauer, seconded by Councilmember Cole and 
carried to approve the minutes from the March 17, 2014 regular council meeting.   
 
BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION BUSINESS 
 
After review of the list of bills for the month of March 2014, the following motion was 
made: 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe, seconded by Councilmember Bauer 
and carried to approve the payment of the March 2014 bills as presented. 
 
Water $15,254.34     
General $ 6,296.32   
Rec Club $          0.00 
Liquor     $22,820.53 
TOTAL $44,371.19 

 
In the matter of the current account balances for each fund account: 
 
A motion was by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and 
carried to approve the account balances for each fund account. 
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In the matter of the year to date Profit and Loss Statements for each fund: 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe, seconded by Councilmember Cole 
and carried to approve the year to date Profit and Loss statements for each fund. 
 
In the matter of the 2014 General Budget First Quarter, Councilmember Coulombe 
questioned the amount budgeted for the Jameson Dock project and asked that it be 
revised to adjust the $20,000 amount to $6,000 and that the amount budgeted for 
rehabilitation of the Community Hall be revised from $52,000 to $50,505.25 so that the 
budget balances.   The revised budget will be presented at the next council meeting 
 
A motion to table the matter was made by Councilmember Coulombe, seconded by 
Councilmember Cole and carried to table the approval of 2014 General Budget First 
Quarter until the next council meeting.   
 
LIQUOR STORE BUSINESS 
 
In the matter of the March 2014, Ranier Municipal Liquor Store operating statement, 
the Council reviewed the amended Liquor Store operating statement which included 
payment on 4/15/2014 of $730.00 on a Non-Sufficient Fund debt for the month of 
March, 2014 with a monthly net profit of $11,663.64.  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember Cole and 
carried to approve the March, 2014 Ranier Municipal Liquor Store operating 
statement.  
 
In the matter of Liquor Store Manager Gretchen Cole-Coulombe and Councilmember 
Todd Coulombe attending the 2014 annual Minnesota Municipal Beverage Association 
conference: 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Cole, seconded by Councilmember Bauer and 
carried to approve attendance of the MMBA Conference.  
 
BUILDING, STREETS AND GROUNDS BUSINESS: 
 
In the matter of a Building Permit Application #01-2014 filed by Tony Cole and Terry 
Woods in order to alter the home’s entrance and build a handicap landing, the proposed 
set-back from the road of 41 feet was measured by Maintenance Manager, Nick Sears.  
The Council verified that this was in compliance with current zoning ordinances. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe, seconded by Councilmember Bauer 
and carried to approve the building permit.  
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WATER BUSINESS 
 
In the matter of the approval of Ordinance #152- Water System, Rates and Fees and the 
Summary of the Ordinance #152, a summary of the ordinance will be published in The 
Journal rather than the entire ordinance. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe, seconded by Councilmember Cole 
and carried to approve Ordinance #152-Water System and Rates and publication of 
the Summary of the Ordinance.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
In the matter of the Knudson Foundation Grant application filed for the purchase of 
exercise equipment to be placed in Ranier Park, Mayor Wagner noted that a 
teleconference with the Foundation has been scheduled in order to review the grant 
proposal. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Cole, seconded by Councilmember Coulombe 
and carried to approve filing the application for a grant from the Knudson Foundation 
in order to purchase exercise equipment for Ranier Park. 
 
COUNCIL TO ADDRESS NEW BUSINESS 
 
Sue Worthman on behalf of the Garden Club would like approval to plant flowers in the 
containers at the Community Hall and by the “rock” at the liquor store.   
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe, seconded by Councilmember Bauer 
and carried to approve planting by the Garden Club. 
 
Councilmember Coulombe informed the Council of the annual Ranier Days celebration 
scheduled for August 8-10.  The pancake breakfast fundraiser for the Ranier Rec Club 
will be held on August 9th at the Community Hall. 
 
Mayor Wagner informed the Council of his conversation with a representative of the 
USDA-Rural Development regarding potential funding for the extension of the water line 
as far as Sha-Sha point.  Further discussions and assessments need to be made as to the 
feasibility of the project.  
 
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Forsythe attended the Council meeting to ask for the water line to be 
extended to Birch Point.   
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember 
Coulombe and carried to approve proceeding with the preliminary investigation of the 
costs and potential funding for the extension of the water line further east of the City. 
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OPEN FORUM 
 
Mayor Wagner stated that a meeting will be scheduled with Koochiching County 
Engineer, Joe Sutherland, in order to discuss the condition of Ranier roads and financial 
responsibility of the costs. 
 
Mike Wellcome asked when the Land Use ordinance will be implemented.  The Land Use 
ordinance will be placed on the agenda for Committee of the Whole meeting in May.  
 
Motion by Councilmember Bauer seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and carried 
to adjourn the regular council meeting at 7:15 p.m. 
 
 

       
_______________________________ ______________________________ 
Mayor Dennis Wagner                 Date 
 
 

      
________________________________  ______________________________ 
City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux  Date 


