
1 
 

Ranier City Council  
Meeting Minutes 

City of Ranier, Minnesota 
May 21, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
A regular meeting of the Ranier City Council was held at 6:30 p.m. in the Ranier 
Community Hall.   
 
Members present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers Tony Cole, Todd 

Coulombe and Ron Wilcox  
 
Members absent:  Brenda Bauer 
 
Ranier employees: City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux 
 
Others in attendance: Thomas Hall, Mike Wellcome, Barry Woods, Mary Ann 

Kasich, Carl Brown, Robert Dunbar, Kevin Dault, Joe 
Mershon, Eric Johnson, Gary and Debbie Abrams, Spenser 
Bickett, Dianna Hoopingarner, Kevin Garner, Suzanne 
Glennie 

 
Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember 
Coulombe and carried to approve the minutes from the April 12, 2014 regular council 
meeting.   
 
In the matter of the ongoing issues with CN Railroad as to road blockages and the lift 
bridge, Mayor Wagner gave an update on meetings with US Representative Rick Nolan.  
Rep. Nolan has upcoming meetings scheduled in Washington D.C. with officials from US 
Customs and CN RR regarding the feasibility of moving the US Customs VACIS screening 
center further south of Ranier to alleviate the slow or stopped rail traffic in Ranier.  
Nolan also plans to discuss the lift bridge situation and plans for lifting the bridge when 
necessary. 
 
BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION BUSINESS 
 
After review of the list of bills for the month of April 2014, the following motion was 
made: 
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A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember Cole and 
carried to approve the payment of the April, 2014 bills as presented. 
 
$20, 331.52 Water Fund   
$14,390.01 General Fund  
$34,645.67 Liquor Fund  

 
In the matter of the current account balances for each fund account: 
 
A motion was by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and 
carried to approve the account balances for each fund account. 
 
In the matter of the year to date Profit and Loss Statements for each fund: 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember 
Coulombe and carried to approve the year to date Profit and Loss statements for each 
fund. 
 
LIQUOR STORE BUSINESS 
 
In the matter of the April 2014, Ranier Municipal Liquor Store operating statement: 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember 
Coulombe and carried to approve the April, 2014 Ranier Municipal Liquor Store 
operating statement.  
 
BUILDING, STREETS AND GROUNDS BUSINESS: 
 
In the matter of hiring an additional seasonal worker, the Council finds that summer 
work load for City grounds maintenance warrants the hiring of an additional summer 
seasonal worker. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember 
Coulombe and carried to approve the hiring of an additional summer seasonal worker.  
 
In the matter of a contract with Jim Lucachick, architect for architectural services 
associated with the submittal of grant(s) for improvements to the Ranier Community 
Hall, the Council finds that Lucachick’s services would be warranted for a successful 
grant submittal in procuring funds for needed improvements to the Ranier Community 
Hall. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember 
Coulombe and carried to approve contracting with Jim Lucachick for architectural 
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services associated with the submittal of grant(s) for improvements to the Ranier 
Community Hall.  
 
In the matter of renting an additional port-a-let for the Summer to be placed near the 
Spruce Street dock, the Council finds that the additional port-a-let requested by Jeff 
McHarg, proprietor of Woody’s Pub is an amenity for the convenience of boaters and 
other Ranier pedestrians and would alleviate non-customers use of the restrooms in the 
businesses on Spruce Street. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember Cole and 
carried to approve renting an additional port-a-let to be placed near the Spruce Street 
Dock for the summer.  
 
In the matter of the Jameson Dock, Carl Brown of Rainy Lake Barge has submitted his 
final bill of $6000.  The stairway and railing to the Dock will be constructed by George 
Boyum.   George Boyum’s estimate should come in under $1000 for the project.  
Questions arose as to whether the bid Rainy Lake Barge submitted for the dock 
construction included the stairway.  City Administrator Gautreaux will review Rainy Lake 
Barge’s bid in order to determine the scope of work contained in the bid. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember 
Coulombe and carried to approve hiring George Boyum to construct the stairway and 
railing leading to the Jameson Dock. 
 
In the matter of a building permit application filed by Mr. Kevin Dault for a garage to be 
built at his residence of 3520 County Road 130: 
 
The Council finds that the information on the application submitted complies with the 
existing Koochiching County Land Use Ordinance with setbacks of at least 10 feet and 
the garage height of less than 25 feet.  Mr. Dault is confident of the location of his 
property line in that the property has been surveyed and staked. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe, seconded by Councilmember Cole 
and carried to approve the building permit for a garage at 3520 County Road 130.  
 
In the matter of a building permit application filed by Mr. Chris Tomczak for a garage to 
be built at his residence of 3423 County Road 46: 
 
The Council finds that the information on the application submitted complies with the 
existing Koochiching County Land Use Ordinance with setbacks of at least 10 feet and 
the garage height of less than 25 feet. 
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A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember 
Coulombe and carried to approve the building permit for a garage at 3423 County 
Road 46.  
 
WATER BUSINESS 
 
Ranier citizen Barry Woods read a letter regarding water rates and spoke about his 
concerns.  Woods suggests that an unpaid citizens committee be formed to study the 
water rates from International Falls.    Mayor Wagner suggested that Woods proceed 
with organizing a committee.  Mayor Wagner offered that he would also speak with 
Mayor Anderson of International Falls regarding the water rates and how the City of 
Ranier could get a reduced rate in that Ranier is one of its largest customers.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS BROUGHT BEFORE THE COUNCIL 
 
In the matter of the blasting operations at the Bowman quarry near Ranier, Mayor 
Wagner stated that the matter was sent to the Koochiching County Planning and Zoning 
Commission for review on Tuesday, May 20. 
 
In the matter of the draft Land use ordinance, the council will move forward with the 
review of the draft ordinance; tabling the matter in order to continue with the decision 
making process following the public hearings to be scheduled later in the summer.  A 
“Land Use Commissioner” is to be appointed during the ordinance process to address 
zoning and blight matters. 
  
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe, seconded by Councilmember 
Wilcox and carried to proceed with reviewing the Land Use Ordinance and scheduling 
the public hearings in the summer. 
 
Citizen Mary Ann Kasich presented an update on the Ranier Sunset Project held on 
Spruce Street Dock which celebrates Rainy Lake sunsets.  The celebrations will begin on 
June 21st and will be held every Saturday.  The process to obtain power outlets on a city 
power pole near Spruce Street Dock has begun. Minnesota Power has been contacted; 
Howard Davis will complete the electrical work.  Payment for the electrical work is 
subsidized through a grant of $2250 from KCDA.  Kasich, Ranier’s representative for the 
CVB, gave an update of CVB projects to include: update of their website and the 
scheduling of the snowmobile rendezvous which will take place in Ranier this winter.   
Kasich also spoke about the “Piano’s in the Park” project which includes two pianos to 
be placed in Ranier – one on Spruce Street and one in Ranier Park.  The Ranier 
Recreation Club is sponsoring the project. 
 
Eric Johnson gave a presentation of the Heart of the Continent Partnership describing 
the geotourism program where area an interactive on-line map and mobile applications 
will be developed highlighting area attractions.  He described the process whereby area 
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attractions can be nominated for inclusion in the program.  Nominations are to be 
submitted by June 15. 
 
Citizen Robert Dunbar spoke about improvements that could be made to the alley 
behind his residence at 3452 Pine Street.  Mayor Wagner offered to look at the alley 
after the meeting to assess the situation. 
 
Kasich complained of excessive noise occurring after hours behind the liquor store.  
Councilmember Coulombe stated that he would speak with the liquor store manager 
about enforcing the rule that patrons leave the liquor store after closing time.  He also 
suggested that her renters call the Sheriff’s Department to complain of excessive noise 
after hours. 
  
Barry Woods iterated that the railroad crossing is extremely bumpy and is in need of 
repair.  Mayor Wagner stated that repair work on the crossing is scheduled for the 
summer.   Woods also suggested that some gravel be put along the edge of Main Street 
on the west side across from his building in order to accommodate overflow parking.  
Mayor Wagner will look into the placement of gravel on the roadside.   
 
In the matter of the upcoming KOOTASCA luncheon, Councilmember Ron Wilcox will 
attend to accept a Certificate of Appreciation for Ranier’s partnership with KOOTASCA in 
the Small Cities Development Project which assisted eligible homeowner in the costs of 
water line connections in the Three Point North project. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
Motion by Councilmember Coulombe seconded by Councilmember Cole and carried to 
adjourn the regular council meeting at 7:48 p.m. 
 
 

       
_______________________________ ______________________________ 
Mayor Dennis Wagner                 Date 
 
 

      
________________________________  ______________________________ 
City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux  Date 


