
1

Ranier City Council 
Meeting Minutes

City of Ranier, Minnesota
June 16, 2014 at 6:30 p.m.

A regular meeting of the Ranier City Council was held at 6:30 p.m. in the Ranier 
Community Hall.  

Members present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers Brenda Bauer,
Tony Cole, Todd Coulombe and Ron Wilcox

Members absent:

Ranier employees: City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux, Deputy Clerk Tara 
Mai

Others in attendance: Debbie Abrams, Marge Bringedahl, Spenser Bickett, 

Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

Mayor Wagner asked to amend the agenda to include roofing bids for the Community 
hall and an update on the flooding on Rainy Lake and Rainy River.  

A motion was made by Councilmember Cole; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and 
carried to approve the amended agenda.

A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember 
Coulombe and carried to approve the minutes from the May 21, 2014 regular council 
meeting.  

BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION BUSINESS

After review of the list of bills for the month of May 2014, the following motion was 
made:

A motion was made by Councilmember Cole; seconded by Councilmember Bauer and 
carried to approve the payment of the May, 2014 bills as presented.

$25,569.28 Water Fund
$21,144.85 General Fund
$26,883.84 Liquor Fund
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In the matter of the current account balances for each fund account:

A motion was by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Cole and 
carried to approve the account balances for each fund account.

In the matter of the year to date Profit and Loss Statements for each fund:

A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Cole and 
carried to approve the year to date Profit and Loss statements for each fund.

In the matter of the 2012 Capital Improvement Fund which contains an excess balance,
in accordance with the bond covenant the balance should be zero.  In compliance with 
Minnesota statute, any remaining funds in the balance are to be transferred to the debt 
service fund named the GO Revenue Note.

A Motion was made by Councilmember Cole; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe
and carried to move the balance remaining in the 2012 Capital Improvement Fund to 
the GO Revenue Note.

In the matter of grant and funding seminar, attendance requested by Sherril Gautreaux 
and Tara Mai, to be held on 6/19/2014 at Fall High School presented by Myra Meadows 
at a cost of $50 per person.

A Motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember  
Coulombe; and carried to allow Sherril Gautreaux and Tara Mai to attend 
funding/grant seminar on 6/19/2014.

LIQUOR STORE BUSINESS

In the matter of the May 2014, Ranier Municipal Liquor Store operating statement:

A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox, seconded by Councilmember Cole and 
carried to approve the May, 2014 Ranier Municipal Liquor Store operating statement
with monthly net profit of $10,988.89.

BUILDING, STREETS AND GROUNDS BUSINESS:

In the matter of a building permit application filed by Mr. John Walls for a shed to be 
built at his residence of 3484 Pine Street, the Council finds that the information on the 
application submitted complies with the existing Koochiching County Land Use
Ordinance.

A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe, seconded by Councilmember Bauer
and carried to approve the building permit for a shed at 3484 Pine Street.
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WATER BUSINESS

Mayor Wagner addressed the Council as to the potential of extending water lines east of
Ranier as far as the topography will allow.  He has asked two engineering firms to 
provide proposals on the potential project which would include funding sources.  Mayor 
Wagner stated that in addition to providing water lines to the homes, the project would 
increase the customer base of the water plant thereby hopefully decreasing the cost of 
water to all customers.  At this time, there is no cost in exploring the potential 
development.  

OTHER BUSINESS BROUGHT BEFORE THE COUNCIL

In the matter of the Rainy Lake Community Orchestra holding its annual workshop 8/10-
8/15/14 at the Ranier Community Hall, Marcia Bringedahl, on behalf of members of the 
orchestra, requests that the City of Ranier donate the use of the Hall.  The rehearsals 
will be from August 10th to 14th with the concert to be held on the 15th.

A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe, seconded by Councilmember Bauer
and carried to approve the donation of the use of the Ranier Community Hall to the 
Rainy Lake Community Orchestra during the week of 8/10-8/15/14.

Ranier Rec Club member, John Walls, (not present) asked for the council’s approval to 
allow the Rec Club to use the City’s barrel train for events outside of Ranier, i.e., I’Falls 
Fourth of July Parade, Labor Day Picnic, I’Falls Bass Tournament.

A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe, seconded by Councilmember Bauer 
and carried to approve the Ranier Rec Club’s use of the barrel train in events outside 
the City of Ranier.

In the matter of roofing bids for the project at the Community Hall, the bid 
announcement was published in the I’Falls Journal on June 14th and will be published 
again on June 21 with the bids to be submitted by June 23rd.  Mayor Wagner asked 
Councilmember Cole to propose colors for the shingles which will maintain the historic 
integrity of the building.  Councilmember Cole will look at samples and propose a color 
for the shingles.

Mayor Wagner raised the issue of having a bike rack made for the Ranier Park.  He 
suggested a bike rack in the fashion of a sailboat made by local metal artist Donnie 
Belanger.  Mayor Wagner will ask Belanger to give us a proposal on crafting a bike rack.
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Mayor Wagner gave an update on the ongoing flooding stating that Governor Dayton, 
along with the Governor’s aide on disaster, will visit the area tomorrow to survey the 
flooding damage.   Wagner asked that Councilmember Wilcox contact Koochiching 
County officials in order determine tomorrow’s schedule.  Mayor Wagner stated that 
the City Beach parking lot may need some repairs after its use as the staging area for the 
sandbagging efforts.  In addition, County Road 46 at Brennan’s Beach has water running 
over it and will be assessed for any damages.  Wagner stated that the sewer treatment 
plant is also in a state of emergency because of the amount of water running through 
the storm sewers.  Efforts are being made to stabilize the plant.  The Ranier beach swim 
dock will need major repairs.  It is yet to be determined whether any disaster relief 
funds will be available.  

Councilmember Wilcox acknowledged the Ranier maintenance crew and thanked them 
for their hard work during the flooding.

Motion by Councilmember Wilcox seconded by Councilmember Cole and carried to 
adjourn the regular council meeting at 7:01 p.m.

_______________________________ ______________________________
Mayor Dennis Wagner              Date

________________________________ ______________________________
City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux Date


