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Ranier City Council  
Meeting Minutes 

City of Ranier, Minnesota 
July 21, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
A regular meeting of the Ranier City Council was held at 6:30 p.m. in the Ranier 
Community Hall.   
 
Members present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers Tony Cole, and 

Ron Wilcox  
 
Members absent: Todd Coulombe, Brenda Bauer 
 
Ranier employees: City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux 
 
Others in attendance: Josh Bergstad (ARDC), Spenser Bickett w/ The 

International Falls Journal, Ken Anderson, City 
Administrator of International Falls, Cynthia Jaksa, I Falls 
Councilmember, Cynthia Warren, Mike Wellcome, Darrell 
Dobson, Edna Doris, Steve Blair, Koochiching County 
Environmental Services, Dianna Hoopingarner 

 
Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 
The meeting was without a quorum with 2 councilmembers absent.  Therefore, no 
action on motions was taken. 
 
Councilmember Cole asked to amend the agenda to include citizens’ complaints 
regarding drainage ditches along County Road 21 and County Road 123. 
 
Citizen Cynthia Warren attended to complain about drainage issues in her ditches along 
County Road 21 and 123.  She stated that following the water project, her ditches were 
never restored to the same condition as before the project.  She stated that the dirt put 
in the ditches is rocky and sandy and won’t allow grass to grow.  Warren stated that the 
ditch won’t drain now and it drained well prior to the construction.   She will e-mail 
picture of the condition of the ditches. 
 
Citizen Darrell Dobson of County 21 lodged complaints about the ditches along his 
property.  He stated that the culverts may be too high and that the dirt is unsatisfactory.  
He stated that the ditches and the dirt were satisfactory prior to the water line 
construction.   He stated that the dirt put back into the area following the construction 
will not allow grass to grow.   
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Citizen Edna Doris also stated that the ditches on her property were not restored to 
their original condition either and she is unsatisfied with the current condition of the 
ditches. 
 
Councilmember Tony Cole added that when new water lines were put in, the ditches 
were supposed to be put back into their original condition.   Mayor Wagner stated that 
at the conclusion of water construction project, the engineering firm of SEH, Inc. 
performed an inspection and that the City certified that the job was completed to its 
satisfaction.    Mayor Wagner stated that he will ask the City’s maintenance director, 
Nick Sears, to look at ditch issues.      Councilmember Cole would also like for Nick to go 
over and walk through with citizens and see what may be done to restore the ditches.  
Mr. Dobson stated that he thinks it is unfair that Mayor Wagner is involved in the 
discussions since Wagner Construction was the contractor that worked on the project. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS  
 
“Dementia Friendly Communities” 
 
Doug Skrieff, Koochiching Aging Options, gave a presentation on “Dementia Friendly 
Communities”. “Act on Alzheimer’s Project” is a statewide project preparing Minnesota 
for the personal, social and budgetary impacts of the disease.  There is an increasing 
amount of the population suffering from memory loss.  The aim of the project is to raise 
community awareness. Koochiching Aging Options received a grant to develop a survey 
which will analyze the community’s needs.  Myrna Meadows is the project coordinator.  
Citizens in the community may be called upon to respond to the survey.  After survey 
answers are assessed, priorities and community goals will be set. 
 
Proposed Land Use Ordinance 
 
A presentation on the proposed Unified Land Use Ordinance (ULU) was made by Josh 
Bergstad (ARDC).  Bergstad presented a broad overview of ULU and distributed a seven 
page handout depicting zoning maps, an explanation of the decision makers and their 
responsibilities, the types of permits, the permitting process and a description of each 
zoning district.  We are ready to present the plan to the public with an open forum 
upcoming on August 4th.   Bergstad stated that the existing Koochiching County 
zoning/land uses are essentially the same in Ranier’s ULU stating the permitted land use 
itself will not change.  The ULU does propose to expand commercial zoning along Hwy 
11 where currently the commercial zoning is intermittent with residential use.  The ULU 
does propose a “Historic Town Center District” which would preserve the existing 
character of the “Old Ranier” area.  
 
Bergstad explained the role of the decision makers in that the City Council is the 
ultimate authority to approve variances and to hear appeals.  A Planning Commission 
will be appointed along with a Land Use Administrator.  The Planning Commission will 



3 
 

have 4 members appointed; one from each area of the City and one Councilmember.  
The Commission advises the City Council, holds hearings on Conditional Use Permits, 
amendments, subdivisions, community planning and other duties as prescribed by 
statute.   The Land Use Administrator is responsible for receiving and reviewing land use 
applications, issuing general land use permits without further approval and advising the 
Planning Commission and Council. 
 
There are four types of approvals/permits, i.e., General Land Use Permit, Conditional 
Use Permit (CUP), Interim Use Permit and a Variance.  The General Land Use Permit 
should be the most common permit.  It can be approved by the Land Use Administrator 
if it meets the specific ULU regulations.  The CUP requires a public hearing to ensure 
that it is compatible to neighbors and zoning districts.  Interim use permit is a temporary 
use permit for specific infrequent situations.  A Variance is a departure from standard 
zoning code wherein the applicant must show undue hardship and neighborhood 
compatibility. 
 
The permitting process requires an application and a site plan.  A public hearing is 
statutorily required for CUP’s, IUP’s Variances, Subdivisions and Amendments.  The 60 
day rule is also statutorily required and begins on the day the application is submitted.  
The City must approve or deny the application within 60 days or it is automatically 
approved.  The City can extend the 60 day period if it notifies the applicant in writing. 
 
There are five Zoning Districts.  The Historic Town Center is a new zoning district.  New 
commercial uses proposed in the Historic Town Center will require a CUP to ensure 
compatibility.   
 
Zone C (Commercial) is similar to Koochiching County’s C-1.   
 
Zones R-1 & R-2 (Residential) will replace Koochiching County’s R-3 zone.  R-2 has large 
lots sizes, is more rural and had more flexibility for with accessory buildings. 
 
Zone I (Industrial) replaces Koochiching County’s zones M-2 and M-3. 
 
Zone SO is the Shoreland Overlay which is already in effect in Koochiching County and 
affects properties within 300 feet of the river and 1000 feet of the lake.  This overlay is 
statutorily required and has specific requirements to preserve shoreland and manage 
stormwater. 
 
Zone FO is the Floodplain Overlay which is also statutorily required and already in effect. 
This zone requires more scrutiny and has limited flexibility.    
  
The upcoming schedule is as follows: 
 
August 4th Open forum 
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August 21st Public Hearing 
 
Following the two open hearings, the adoption process begins requiring a council vote, 
newspaper publication, and recording in the County recorder’s office. 
 
Public nuisance/blight issues are not sufficiently covered in the ULU; the Council will 
review the existing ordinance and try to begin addressing these issues in the City 
because Koochiching County will no longer address these issues occurring in the City 
limits. 
 
Citizen Diana Hoopingarner stated that Ranier should have a building inspector.   Mayor 
Wagner stated that if a building inspector is required, the City can contract with an 
appropriate party. 
 
Ranier Days-Summer Festival will be held on August 8 and August 9 with many festivities 
planned. 
 
Mayor Wagner gave a quick update on the Ranier Lift Bridge; CN has agreed to lift the 
bridge at specific times during the CN Bass Tournament this week.  Access under the Lift 
Bridge is currently limited due to the flooding.    
 
Adjourn the regular council meeting at 7:52 p.m. 
 
 

       
_______________________________ ______________________________ 
Mayor Dennis Wagner                 Date 
 
 

      
_____________________ ________   ______________________________ 
City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux  Date 


