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RANIER CITY COUNCIL  
MEETING MINUTES 

CITY OF RANIER, MINNESOTA 
AUGUST 18, 2014 AT 6:30 P.M. 

 
A regular meeting of the Ranier City Council was held at 6:30 p.m. in the Ranier 
Community Hall.   
 
Members present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers Todd Coulombe, 

Brenda Bauer and Ron Wilcox  
 
Members absent: Councilmember Tony Cole 
 
Ranier employees: City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux, Leon Lessard 
 
Others in attendance: Dana Hershbach and Isaac Meyer, KOOTASCA, Ranier 

Citizens Karen Lillis, Jeff McHarg, Dianna Hoopingarner, 
Tara Nelson, Mike Wellcome 

 
Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  A quorum of the council 
was present. 
 

• To approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting. 
 

A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember 
Wilcox and carried unanimously to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting 
 
BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION BUSINESS 
 

• To approve the minutes of the July 21, 2014 regular Council Meeting and review 
the minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of August 11, 2014.  Mayor 
Wagner requested that the minutes of the 8/11/14 Committee of the Whole be 
amended on page 3, where Darrell Dobson stated that his tree was “exposed” 
not “damaged”.  In addition, City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux amended page 
4 where Barry Woods was offering his water baskets for $600 rather than $800. 
 

A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Bauer 
and carried unanimously to accept the above amendments to the 8/11/14 Committee 
of the Whole minutes and to also approve the July, 2014 Minutes of the Regular 
Council Meeting.   

 
• After review of the list of bills for the months of June and July 2014, the 

following motion was made: 
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A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember 
Wilcox and carried unanimously to approve the payment of the June and July, 2014 
bills as presented. 
 

• In the matter of the current account balances for each fund account: 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember 
Wilcox and carried unanimously to approve the account balances for each fund 
account. 
 

• In the matter of the year to date Profit and Loss Statements for each fund: 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember 
Wilcox and carried unanimously to approve the year to date Profit and Loss 
statements for each fund. 
 

• In the matter of the allocating the expenses of the stairway to the Jameson Dock 
against the KDA T A & ID Funds and amending the 2014 General Budget to reflect 
such expense: 

 
A motion was made Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox 
and unanimously carried to approve the allocation of Jameson Dock stairway 
expenditure against the KDA T A & ID Funds and to amend the 2014 General Budget to 
reflect the expenditure. 
 

• A request was made by Tom Dougherty to allow the “Rainy Lake Property 
Owners Association” to hold meetings at the Ranier Community Hall at no 
charge. 

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember 
Wilcox and carried unanimously to allow the Rainy Lake Property Owners Association 
hold meetings at the Ranier Community Hall at no charge. 
 
LIQUOR STORE BUSINESS 
 

• In the matter of the June and July 2014, Ranier Municipal Liquor Store operating 
statements: 

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe, seconded by Councilmember Bauer 
and carried unanimously to approve the June and July, 2014 Ranier Municipal Liquor 
Store operating statements.  
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• A request was made for the Liquor Store to provide sponsorship to a Mixed 
League Slow Pitch Softball Team with a donation of $250. 

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe, seconded by Councilmember 
Wilcox and carried unanimously to approve the Ranier Municipal Liquor Store’s 
sponsorship of a Mixed League Slow Pitch Softball Team. 
 
BUILDING, STREETS AND GROUNDS BUSINESS 
 

• An application was submitted by Karen Lillis, 3646 County Road 21, to build a 10 
foot deck on the North side of her house and a lean-to on the East side of her 
garage.  The deck would meet the 30 foot setback from the right of way.  The 
lean-to would meet the 10 foot setback from the side yard. 

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember 
Coulombe and carried to approve the Land Use Permit for Karen Lillis for 
improvements to her property at 3646 County Road 21. 
 

• In the matter of the purchase of 8 water baskets from Barry Woods for a total 
price of $600.00 for future use on city docks in the event of high water: 

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember 
Wilcox and carried unanimously to approve the purchase of 8 water baskets from 
Barry Woods for a total price of $600.00.  
 
WATER BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
OTHER BUSINESS  
 

• DEED/SMALL CITIES DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM PRESENTATION – DANA 
HERSCHBACH OF KOOTASCA 

 
Mr. Dana Herschbach, Director of Housing, KOOTASCA gave a public presentation on the 
DEED/Small Cities Development Program and “Fair Housing Initiative Training”.  DEED 
awarded a grant to the City of Ranier for fair housing.  The grant is administered by 
KOOTASCA and expires on 12/31/2015.  To date, seven applications have been 
accepted.  Five projects have been completed.  The Grant has recently been expanded 
to cover the area of the “old Ranier”.  Three more applications from the newly 
expanded area were received.   Around $243,000 remains and is available for use in the 
grant award.  The Grant requires the property owner to live in the home for 10 years 
after which the loan will be forgiven or pro-rated by the number of years owned if the 
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home is sold prior to the expiration of the 10 year period.  The rehabilitation funds are a 
0% interest loan of which the City of Ranier is the lienholder.   
 
There is a process and timeline; the applicant must submit a completed application 
along with accurate mortgage documents, property title and current tax records.  
KOOTASCA reviews the application in 1-3 weeks.  A KOOTASCA inspector visits the 
applicant’s home for approval and then the project will be let for bid.  Mortgage and 
title lien documents must be prepared.  Following the initial process, it may be to 3-4 
months before work is begun.   
 
There is an assessment/abatement portion of the Grant extending from the Three- Point 
North Water project where income eligible property owners were awarded $13,344 for 
abating the special assessment for the water hook-up.  One client was deemed income 
eligible; KOOTASCA is still working with two others in order to determine eligibility.  If 
any funds remain from the assessment/abatement portion, we may be able to amend 
the grant to apply to public facilities. 
 

• In the matter of appointing City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux as the City’s 
representative to the Destination Voyageurs National Park (DVNP) board: 

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember 
Wilcox and carried unanimously to approve the appointment of City Administrator 
Sherril Gautreaux as the City’s representative to the Destination Voyageurs National 
Park (DVNP) board. 
 

• Citizen Dianna Hoopingarner gave an update on the blasting issue stating that 
Koochiching County Attorney’s office is reviewing the matter in order to 
determine how to proceed with the permitting process.  A conditional use 
permit to blasting operators has not been issued to date.  

 
• Citizen Mike Wellcome asked whether the public hearing on August 21 regarding 

the proposed land use ordinance had been cancelled.  Because of numerous 
questions from citizen, the 8/21/14 public hearing has been cancelled.  Another 
“Open Forum” will be held instead.  Wellcome recommended setting a date for 
completion of the ordinance.  The Council set a date of September 11 at 6:30 pm 
for another “Open Forum” on the proposed land use ordinance so that the 
Council can receive public input on the proposed ordinance.    The citizens are 
encouraged to review the document prior to the meeting and bring constructive 
comments to the table.  Discussion was had as to the best method of reaching 
the citizen as to the notification of the open forum.  It was suggested to use the 
radio, closed circuit TV, Backus and the newspaper to provide public notice and 
seek engagement from the citizens. 
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• Citizen Jeff McHarg asked when the quiet zone on the railroad crossing will be 
completed.  Mayor Wagner has not received an estimated starting or completion 
date from CN Railroad.  Citizen Tara Nelson asked whether a bell will 
continuously ring while the crossing arms are lowered.  Mayor Wagner advised 
that under the quiet zone designation, once the arms are lowered the bell will 
cease to ring.  

 
Adjourned the regular council meeting at 7:38 p.m. 
 
 

       
_______________________________ ______________________________ 
Mayor Dennis Wagner                 Date 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 

      
 ____________    ______________________________ 
City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux  Date 


