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CITY OF RANIER 
CITY COUNCIL  

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
MEETING MINUTES 

RANIER COMMUNITY BUILDING 
TUESDAY APRIL 11, 2017 @ 6:30 pm 

 
Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  A quorum was present.   
 
Council Present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers Bob Dunbar, Ron Wilcox, JoAnn 

Kellner 
Absent: Councilmember Todd Coulombe  
Others present:  Liquor Store Manager Jenn Seegert, Gary and Deb Abrams, Bud Lessard 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 
• To approve tonight’s agenda. 

 
A motion to approve tonight’s agenda was made by Councilmember Kellner; seconded by 
Councilmember Dunbar and carried unanimously. 
 
BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION 

 
• To recommend approval of the minutes of the previous Council Meeting (03/21/2017).  

 
A recommendation was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember 
Kellner and carried unanimously to approve the minutes from the previous Regular Council 
Meeting. 
 

• To recommend approval of the lists of Claims for the month of March, 2017.  
 
A recommendation was made Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar 
and carried unanimously to approve the March, 2017 lists of claims in the amounts of: 
  
$19,173.18 for General  
$26,711.50 for Liquor Store 
$15,769.73 for Water    

 
• Review the Financial Statements for all three funds as of 03/31/2017.   

 
A recommendation was made Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Kellner 
and carried unanimously to table the reports and discuss the Profit and Loss statements to 
date for each fund at the next regular council meeting. 
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• To review LMCIT Workers Comp and Property/Casualty Renewal Rates 
 
The Property Casualty renewal rates came in $1000 less than last year; the workers 
compensation rates came in $8200 less than last year’s rates. 
 

• To recommend approval of Off-Sale Brew Pub License for Loony’s Brew sale of Growlers. 
 
Loony’s Brew has applied for a license to sell growlers of beer brewed at Loony’s Brew.  In 
accordance with Minnesota Stat. §340A.285, with the consent of the state, a city may issue a 
brew pub an off-sale license for beer manufactured on their premises.  Sales must be in 64-
ounce growlers or 750 milliliter bottles that meet certain specific packaging requirements 
detailed in state statute. 
 
A recommendation was made Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Kellner 
and carried unanimously to approve the Off-Sale Brew Pub License for Loony’s Brew. 
 

• FY 2016 Auditor Closeout Meeting scheduled on 4/20/2017 @ 5:00 pm. 
 
The auditor’s closeout meeting has been cancelled and will be rescheduled. 
 
LIQUOR STORE 
 

• Liquor Manager’s Report   
 
Liquor Store Manager Jenn Seegert presented her monthly report.  The Council reviewed the 
Operating Statement for the month of March, 2017 with a net profit of $3,641.05 or 11.71% 
compared to March 2016 with a net profit of $3,019.22 or 9.24%.   The year to date net profit is 
$5,741.58. 
 
Mayor Wagner explained that Public Works Supervisor Nick Sears will be putting some fencing 
around the dumpster at the Muni for beautification purposes.  Seegert stated that the security 
system had to be serviced this week resulting in the replacement of the key pad.  She did get 
the extra POS station from Border Boxes; in order to set it up some additional equipment will 
need to be purchased which will cost around $800.    A DJ has been booked for Saturday night 
4/15/17 calling it a Spring Fever party.  Free cab rides will be offered from 10 pm to 2 am.  
Seegert informed the council of a collaborative effort between Loony’s Brew and the Muni to 
offer patrons free cab rides on Friday and Saturday nights between 11 pm and 1:30 am.  City 
Cab will station a 14 person van near the Muni and Loony’s Brew for cab rides to homes within 
a specific area.   City Cab will charge $50 an hour; the cost will be split between Muni and 
Loony’s.  Mayor Wagner thought it was a good idea and asked that she monitor the program - 
adjusting it accordingly.    Gautreaux will speak with Sheriff Hedlund about the project hoping 
for positive feedback from him.  Mayor Wagner suggested that specials be offered during the 
NHL Hockey playoffs especially during the Minnesota Wild games.   
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A recommendation was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember 
Kellner and carried unanimously to approve the March 2017 Liquor Store Operating 
Statement. 
 
BUILDINGS, STREETS AND GROUNDS 
 

• Maintenance Report   
 
Public Works Supervisor Nick Sears was not present at the meeting. 
 

• To recommend approval of Resolution 2017-02 vacating a portion of North Street. 
 
After discussions with Murray Surveying regarding vacation of portion of North Street, 
Resolution 2017-02 was amended.    Murray Surveying explained that there is an existing 
platted alley running east/west between lots 1-14 and lots 15-16 of block 26.  The alley runs 
behind the current Lessard property and intersects North Street on the west side and Spruce 
Street on the east side.  There is a creek running through a portion of the alley though not 
through the entire alley.  Murray Surveying advised that on the east side of North Street that 
the city vacate only up to the intersection of the alley stating that it is not proper to vacate 
property when it cuts off alley access to a thruway.  Resolution 2017-02 was amended to reflect 
this suggestion. 
 
A recommendation was made Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar 
and carried unanimously to approve amended Resolution 2017-02 vacating a portion of North 
Street as described in Resolution 2017-02. 
 

• MNHS National Historic Registry property evaluation of Ranier Community Hall update. 
 
City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux gave an update on the status of the National Historic 
Registry property evaluation of the Ranier Community Hall.  Ranier received a grant in 2016 to 
hire an historical consultant to prepare a property evaluation of the Ranier Community Hall to 
determine whether it is eligible for the National Historic Registry.  In March 2017, we received 
approval from the MNHS State Historic Preservation Office that the Ranier Community Hall is 
eligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. 
 

• To recommend approval of MNHS grant application National Historic Registry 
Nomination of Ranier Community Hall. 

 
Gautreaux explained that the next step is to apply for nomination to the National Register of 
Historic Places.  The historical consultant will prepare the documentation and attend scheduled 
meetings in St. Paul in conjunction with the process.  The consultant’s price is $6,000.  MNHS 
has grants that will pay for the historical consultant.  Gautreaux has nearly completed the 
application and needs approval to apply for the grant. The application deadline is April 14, 
2017.   
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A recommendation was made Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Kellner 
and carried unanimously to approve the application for MNHS grant to fund the nomination 
to the National Register of Historic Places. 
 

• America in Bloom/CN EcoConnexions Grant Update 
 
In May of 2016 we received notice from CN that the City of Ranier was the recipient of a 
beautification grant of up to $25,000 in conjunction with the “Gateway Entrance to Historic 
Town Center” project.  The grant is administered through a group called America in Bloom, a 
foundation which promotes beautification through education and community involvement by 
encouraging the use of flowers, plants, trees and other environmental and lifestyle 
enhancements.  The grant requires the City to enroll in AIB national awards program at a fee of 
$1099.  The AIB enrollment fee is allowable as a matching contribution under the grant.   An AIB 
representative will be on-site in the next month or so to tour the city and help us get started.  
He will make a presentation to the council.  In conjunction with the AIB grant, a 22 page 
community evaluation must be filed by May 1, 2017 (even though the project won’t begin until 
2018). 
 

• Blight Update 
 
A spreadsheet documents several properties with blight issues and any progress being made on 
clean-up.   Letters will go out to each property owner next week stating the specific violations, 
demanding a clean-up date and a suggestion to attend the next council meeting. 
 

• To recommend development of capital improvement plan  
 
Mayor Wagner spoke about funding solutions for capital improvement projects such as specific 
road improvements.  One solution is to float bonds where 20% of the amount is assessed to the 
property owners that gain improvement to their property value and the remaining 80% is paid 
by the rest of the tax payers.  Specific projects need to be identified.  Following that an 
engineering firm would estimate costs and a financial firm would be engaged to work out the 
funding sources. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Mayor Wagner suggested that we look for moveable concrete planters for the quiet zone 
medians.  This may be a project that AIB can help with.  Gautreaux will speak with Koochiching 
County Engineer Joe Sutherland as to the feasibility of the matter and request approval. 
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by 
Councilmember Kellner and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting. 
 
THE COMMITTEE MEETING ADJOURNED @ 7:32 pm.  


