CITY OF RANIER
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL
MEETING MINUTES
RANIER COMMUNITY BUILDING
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2018 @ 6:30 pm

Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. A quorum was present.

Council Present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers Bob Dunbar, Ron Wilcox, Todd
Coulombe, JoAnn Kellner

Absent: None

Others present: City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux, Chamber of Commerce President

Tricia Heibel, Mark Lessard, Paul Kavan, Dan Joyce

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

e To approve tonight’s meeting agenda.

A motion to approve tonight’s agenda was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by
Councilmember Kellner and carried unanimously.

BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION

e To approve the minutes of the previous Council Meeting (01/18/2018).

A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and
carried unanimously to approve the minutes from the previous Regular Council Meeting of
01/18/2018.

e To approve payment of the Claims for the month of January, 2018.

A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and
carried unanimously to approve the January, 2018 claims in the amounts of:

$56,838.40 for General Fund
$22,697.71  for Liquor Fund
$115,161.10 for Water/Sewer Fund

e To approve the financial statements for General, Liquor and Water/Sewer Fund as of

01/31/2018.

A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and
carried unanimously to accept the financial statements for General, Liquor and Water/Sewer
Fund as of 01/31/2018.
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e To approve Resolution 2018-01 in support of Cantilever Bridge Distillery, LLC’s
application to DEED Job Creation Fund Program.

Cantilever Bridge Distillery, LLC is applying for an award and/or rebate from the DEED Job
Creation Fund for its manufacturing process. In this process the local government (City of
Ranier) works in consultation with DEED, submits the application to DEED and assists the
business with yearly reports and payment requests.

A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and
carried unanimously to approve Resolution 2018-01 in support of Cantilever Bridge Distillery,

LLC application to DEED Job Creation Fund.

e Koochiching County Housing Study.

The Koochiching County Housing Collaborative has been meeting with the Minnesota Housing
Partnership for guidance and assistance with county-wide housing issues. Consensus among
the group is that a third-party housing study should be performed. Stakeholders are asked to
contribute to the cost of the housing study which will cost around $30,000. The Koochiching
County Housing Collaborative is seeking funding to hire a firm to conduct a housing study. A
significant portion of the amount has been funded with contributions from various entities.
Littlefork and Northome pledged $500 each and Big Falls pledged $300.

A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and
carried unanimously to support the study in the amount of $500.

e To approve the National Recreation and Parks Association grant application.

A grant application to the National Recreation and Parks Association in the amount of $30,000
is being filed by the Rotary Club for the Spray Park and must be submitted by a governmental
agency. City Administrator Gautreaux will work with Rotary members on submitting the grant
application due March 1.

A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and
carried unanimously to approve the NRPA grant application.

LIQUOR STORE

e To approve the January, 2018 Liquor Store operating statement.

The Liquor Store Operating Statement for the month of January, 2018 month had a net profit of
$3,725.62 or 11.64% compared to 2017 with a net profit of $690.96.
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A motion was made by Councilmember Dunbar; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and
carried unanimously to accept the January 2018 Liquor Store Operating Statement.

e 2018 Liquor Liability Insurance Policy

The liquor liability insurance policy issued through Illinois Casualty is up for renewal.
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and
carried unanimously to approve the renewal of the liquor liability insurance policy through

lllinois Casualty.

e Liquor store floor

Councilmember Coulombe, Liquor Store Manager Seegert and City Administrator Gautreaux
will work with the lowest quoter, Up North Builders to define the scope of the island. We will
work with the contractor on choosing appropriate commercial flooring for behind the bar and
can choose an appropriate border tile for the outside area of the bar under the foot rest.

A motion was made by Mayor Wagner; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and carried
unanimously to go forward with the remodel with Up North Builders after the scope of the
island is defined to a satisfactory condition and price.

WATER/SEWER

e To approve increase of water rates.

The city of International Falls increased the water rates by 4.4% which equates to around $1.00
a month per resident on the base rate and a $0.50 increase in the consumption rate. In order
to balance our finances, we will need to raise the water rates accordingly.

A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and
carried unanimously to increase the base water rates by $1.00 per month and the
consumption rate by $0.50.

OTHER BUSINESS

The Small Cities Aid committee members from each small city in Koochiching County presented
today at the Koochiching County Board in regards to dividing up the property tax proceeds from
the Great Northern Transmission Line. The Board approved the formula of distributing 25% of
its tax revenues from GNTL to the small cities. 23% of the amount will be distributed to Big
Falls, Littlefork, Northome and Ranier, 8% will be distributed to Mizpah.
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Safe Harbor

The Koochiching County Board approved $5000 of its Aquatic Invasive Species fund towards
designing an AIS wash station. Councilmember Wilcox and Tom Dougherty will present
information to the KCDA board tomorrow night in conjunction with the grant application for
$5,000 to fund phase 2 of the engineering proposal. Gautreaux will set up a spreadsheet of all
funds and expenses associated with the Safe Harbor project.

County Road 130

County Road 130 bid opening on 2/22/18 @ 2:00. WSN engineer will be present to open and
tabulate the bids.

OPEN FORUM

Chamber of Commerce President Tricia Heibel spoke about the success of Ice Box Days stating
that the events went well. We should begin planning for the 40" year of Ice Box Days is in 2020.
The Chamber’s annual banquet is May 3rd.  The Chamber will host a candidate forum in

October.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by
Councilmember Kellner and carried unanimously.

MEETING ADJOURNED @ 7:08 p.m.

Mayor Dennis Wagner Date
ATTEST:
Sherril Gautreaux Date
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