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CITY OF RANIER 
PUBLIC HEARING TO APPROVE BUSINESS SUBSIDY CRITERIA 

RANIER COMMUNITY BUILDING 
TUESDAY MARCH 20, 2018 @ 6:30 PM 

 
• Resolution 2018-02 Approving Business Subsidy Criteria. 

 
The business subsidy policy is required in order to comply with Minnesota statutes.  The criteria 
assist cities in considering business subsidies to projects in an attempt to achieve one or more 
public purposes which serve as evaluation criteria. 
 
A motion made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and 
carried unanimously to approve Resolution 2018-02 Approving Business Subsidy Criteria. 
 
 

 
CITY OF RANIER 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES 

RANIER COMMUNITY BUILDING 
TUESDAY, MARCH 20, 2018 @ 6:30 pm 

 
Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  A quorum was present.   
 
Council Present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers Bob Dunbar, Todd Coulombe, 

JoAnn Kellner 
Absent: Councilmember Ron Wilcox 
Others present:  City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux, Deputy Clerk Tara Mai, Kevin 

Boyum, Mark Lessard, Steve Lindberg, Joe Farmer, Kathy Hultman, Nancy 
Rognerud, Dan Joyce, Public Works Supervisor Nick Sears, KEDA Director 
Paul Nevanen, Bud Lessard, Whitney Jackson from The Journal 

 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 
• To approve tonight’s meeting agenda. 

 
A motion to approve tonight’s agenda was made by Councilmember Kellner; seconded by 
Councilmember Coulombe and carried unanimously. 
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BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION 
 

• To approve the minutes of the previous Council Meeting (02/20/2018).  
 

A motion was made by Councilmember Dunbar; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and 
carried unanimously to approve the minutes from the previous Regular Council Meeting of 
02/20/2018. 
 

• To approve payment of Claims for the month of February, 2018. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to approve the February, 2018 claims in the amounts of: 
  
$19,968.41 for General Fund 
$22,210.48 for Liquor Fund 
$24,500.37 for Water/Sewer Fund   
 

• To approve the financial statements for General, Liquor and Water/Sewer Funds as of 
02/28/2018. 
 

A motion was made by Councilmember Dunbar; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and 
carried unanimously to accept the financial statements for General, Liquor and Water/Sewer 
Fund as of 02/28/2018. 

 
• Destination Voyageurs National Park Request. 

 
Destination Voyageurs National Park is the marketing organization for VNP as the park cannot 
itself spend funds to advertise.  In the last three years, $100 was contributed each year from 
Ranier’s tourism budget. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to fund DVNP in the amount of $100. 
 

• LMCIT non-waiver of statutory tort limits. 
 
The LMCIT allows cities to choose whether to waive the statutory tort limits allowing an 
individual claimant to recover no more than $500,000 on any claim to which the statutory tort 
limits apply. 

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and 
carried unanimously not to waive the statutory tort limits. 
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• Resolution 2018-03 LCCMR Grant Application. 
 
A grant application to LCCMR to fund portions of the Safe Harbor project is proposed.  The draft 
grant application is due 3/14/18.  The final application is due 4/11/18.   
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and 
carried unanimously to approve the LCCMR grant application. 
 

• Resolution 2018-04 Awarding CR 130 Reconstruction Project to Lowest Responsible 
Bidder. 

 
On February 22, 2018 at 2:00 pm sealed bids were opened, checked for the appropriate 
documentation and read aloud.  A representative from Widseth, Smith, Nolting and Associates 
reviewed each bid and correctly tabulated the bid costs and issued official bid tabulation.  The 
lowest responsible bidder was Bowman Asphalt Products, Inc. at $379,025.   
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to award the CR 130 construction project to the lowest responsible 
bidder. 
 

• 2017 Accounting Audit Close-Out Meeting Scheduled for 4/11/2018 @ 5:00 pm. 
 
Doug Host from Clifton Larson Allen will present the 2017 accounting audit report on 
4/11/2018 @ 5:00. 
 
LIQUOR STORE 
 

• February, 2018 Liquor Store operating statement. 
 
The Liquor Store Operating Statement for the month of February, 2018 showed a net profit of 
$5,948.29 or 19.26% compared to 2017 with a net profit of $1,409.57.     The year to date net 
profit is $9,673.91. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Dunbar; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and 
carried unanimously to accept the February 2018 Liquor Store Operating Statement. 
 
WATER/SEWER 

• Lindberg Request. 

Mr. Steve Lindberg is requesting that the water line be extended under TH 11 to the Rainy Lake 
One Stop.    He has grant funding to run a 2” line to the store.   The City is still exploring the 
option of the city putting in a 6” line which could potentially feed other customers but will need 
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to secure funding.   An easement from MNDOT will need to be sought.    Lindberg will work with 
Public Works Supervisor Sears in getting the project ready. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and 
carried unanimously to grant the connection to Rainy Lake One Stop. 

BUILDING, STREETS AND GROUNDS 

• Safe Harbor 

The Safe Harbor Steering Committee recommended the “TEE” design as rendered by AMI 
Engineering with the “bin-wall” construction.  The steering committee also recommended the 
parking lot design as rendered by AMI Engineering. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to accept the steering committee’s recommendations on the design and 
construction of the transient dock. 

• Spray Park 

Ranier Council heard from the Rotary Club at last week’s meeting in regards to the type of 
system recommended for the spray park.   The group recommended using the lake suction 
system. Sears will contact the manufacturer and personnel at Roseau and Emo to discuss on-
going maintenance and costs and bring the information back to the Council.  The Rotary Club 
wants the City of Ranier to take ownership of the spray park and its ongoing maintenance.  
Gautreaux will review the liability insurance for the spray park.   A suggestion was made to 
explore the option of entering into a written agreement with I’Falls recreation commission 
since the spray park will be located on property owned by I’Falls. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to go forward with the lake water suction design. 

• Rink Boards 

International Falls School Board has voted to donate the old rink boards from Bronco Arena 
once they are replaced.  Sears and Ranier Rec Club representative John Walls met with the 
board salesman and measured the old boards.  The old boards should work just fine at the 
Ranier Rink.    

A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and 
carried unanimously to accept the donation from I’Falls. 
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OPEN FORUM 
 
Citizen Joe Farmer inquired as to when the CR 130 reconstruction will begin.   The exact date is 
uncertain but will start sometime between 5/15/18 and 10/15/18.  Once a construction 
schedule is developed, CR 130 residents will be notified. 
 
Citizen Kevin Boyum expressed his concerns about moving the boat trailer parking lot to the city 
owned property on Main St./CR 20.  He stated that property is low wetland and is worried 
about flooding onto his property.  He stated that he is worried about the safety and privacy of 
his family.  He believes construction of a parking lot will decrease the value of property.  Mayor 
Wagner asked him to send an e-mail with his concerns which can be distributed to the steering 
committee. 
 
Councilmember Dunbar expressed concern about the ditch in front of his house and believes it 
should be wider or deeper.  Mayor Wagner stated that the council will look at how best to 
address the situation. 
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilmember Kellner; seconded by 
Councilmember Coulombe and carried unanimously. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED @ 7:19 p.m.  

 
      

_______________________________  ______________________________ 
Mayor Dennis Wagner           Date 
 

ATTEST: 

______________________________   ______________________________ 
City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux  Date 


