CITY OF RANIER
CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MEETING MINUTES
RANIER COMMUNITY BUILDING
TUESDAY APRIL 10, 2018 @ 6:30 pm

Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. A quorum was present.

Council Present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers Bob Dunbar, JoAnn Kellner, Ron
Wilcox, Todd Coulombe

Absent: None

Others present: Public Works Manager Nick Sears, Bud Lessard, Kooch County

Commissioners Wade Pavleck and Kevin Adee, Kathy Hultman, Sue
Swendsen, John Bruggeman, KEDA Director Paul Nevanen, Suzie Glennie,
Dianne Hoopingarner

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

e To approve tonight’s agenda.

A motion to approve tonight’s agenda was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by
Councilmember Coulombe and carried unanimously.

BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION

e Recommend approval of the minutes of the previous Council Meeting (03/20/2018).

Recommendation by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and
carried unanimously to approve the minutes from the previous Regular Council Meeting of
03/20/2018.

e Review the Lists of Claims for the month of March, 2018.

Recommendation by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and
carried unanimously to approve the March, 2018 lists of claims in the amounts of:

$10,230.13  for General Fund
$31,403.52 for Liquor Fund
$18,904.05 for Water/Sewer Fund
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e Review the Financial Statements and Account Balances for all three funds as of
03/31/2018.

Recommendation by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and
carried unanimously to table the reports and discuss the Profit and Loss statements and
account balances to date for each fund at the next regular council meeting.

e Draft Letter in Support of Ranier Development Corporation request for Tax Abatement.

Ranier Development Corporation/Cantilever Bridge Distillery is seeking an abatement of taxes
due to increased property values from improvements to its properties at 2069 and 2078 Spruce
Street for a period of 15 years. The corporation has filed an application with Koochiching
County and needs a letter of support from Ranier’s council. They will also file an application for
tax abatement with Ranier.

Recommendation by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and
carried unanimously to send a letter of support to Koochiching County of Ranier

Development Corporation request for tax abatement.

e LMCIT Workers Compensation Insurance Renewal.

LMCIT Workers Comp insurance is being renewed. The premium increased slightly from
$10,329 to $10,405.

LIQUOR STORE

e Liguor Manager’s Report

Liqguor Store Manager Jenn Seegert was unable to attend the council meeting. The Council
reviewed the Operating Statement for the month of March, 2018 with a net profit of $5,752.14
or 15.56% and a year to date net profit of $15,226.05 compared to March, 2017 with a net
profit of $3,641.05 and year to date net profit of $5,741.58.

Another cribbage tournament is scheduled for 5/6. April 23-25 the floor will be remodeled and
the bar will be closed.

Recommendation made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox
and carried unanimously to accept the March 2018 Liquor Store Operating Statement.
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BUILDINGS, STREETS AND GROUNDS

e Maintenance Report

Maintenance Manager Nick Sears presented the monthly maintenance report. He reported a
few minor freeze-ups. The culverts have been steamed and remain open. Regarding the ditch
on Pine Street, some culverts need to be lowered and/or replaced. Councilmember Dunbar
asked Sjoblom’s Landscaping for a quote on some ditch work in front of his residence and
toward the south.

e Land Use Planning Commission recommendation regarding CUP application for quarry
operations on CR 144.

On March 29, a public hearing was held by the Ranier Land Use Planning Commission on a CUP
application filed by Koochiching County/I'Falls for quarrying operations on jointly owned
property on CR 144. The Land Use Planning Commission recommended that the Council not
approve the CUP application for quarry operations on CR 144.

Koochiching County Commission Wade Pavleck and County Engineer Joe Sutherland addressed
the council about the proposed quarry operations. They stated that they are taking all of the
concerns voiced at the CUP public hearing into consideration. Sutherland stated that the
county bring could bring the entire Koochiching County into modern regulations on quarry
operations. Ranier could also pass an ordinance. He asked that the Ranier Council hold off on
its decision on the CUP until they can bring forward more information. Sutherland stated that
they asked for a transferable CUP because quarrying is the highest and best use of the property.
The CUP suggested a whole new set of rules for quarry operations which address many
concerns. He stated that this is an opportunity for the County and city to work together on
ordinances. He would like more time to further research how to address residents’ concerns.

Mayor Wagner stated that it would be reasonable to give the County more time to research its
issues. Councilmember Coulombe stated that the council could table any motion until further
information is presented. Commission Pavleck would bring another proposal forward at next
month’s council meeting. Land Use Planning member Sue Swendsen stated that if they could
come up with a better road for hauling then they may have a better chance to succeed and
would be seen in a more positive light.

Recommendation made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox
and carried unanimously to table any motion on the CUP application for quarry operations on
CR 144.
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WATER AND SEWER

e Waterline extension from North CR 93 under TH 11 to South CR 93.

Koochiching County Commission Pavleck will go to the board to ask for support from the
County in extending the waterline from North CR 93 under TH 11 to South CR 93. Rainy Lake
One Stop owner Steve Lindberg is asking to extend the waterline to the RLOS and has received
grant money from the Minnesota Department of Health which would cover the cost of a 2” line.
Pavleck stated that this is a great opportunity to bring the waterline to South CR 93 residents
which would require a 6” waterline. It was recently learned that MNDOT would require the line
to be sleeved which greatly increases the costs. The timing is critical since boring operators are
in town working on the sewer project. Mayor Wagner will get a pricing proposal together on
the proposed waterline extension and report back to Commissioner Pavleck and the Council.
Once the pricing proposal is secured, Ranier may also seek grant funding.

OTHER BUSINESS

e Reminder of Audit Close-Out Meeting 4/11/18 @ 5:00.
e Reminder of ISD 361 School Board Meeting on 4/16 @ 5:00.
e Reminder of History on Tap at Loony’s on 4/12 @ 6:00.

OPEN FORUM

Sue Swendsen spent some time expressing her opinion about the proposed dock project for
which she doesn’t support or see the need.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilmember Kellner; seconded by
Councilmember Coulombe and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.

THE COMMITTEE MEETING ADJOURNED @ 7:30 p.m.
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