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CITY OF RANIER 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING MINUTES 
RANIER COMMUNITY BUILDING 

TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 2018 @ 6:30 pm 
 
Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  A quorum was present.   
 
Council Present: Mayor Pro-Tem Todd Coulombe, Councilmembers JoAnn Kellner and Ron 

Wilcox 
Absent: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmember Bob Dunbar 
Others present:  City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux, Deputy Clerk Tara Mai, John 

Bruggeman, Sue Swendsen, Mike Bubany of David Drown and Associates, 
Whitney Jackson of The Journal, Dan and Linda Joyce, Kevin Boyum, Bud 
Lessard  

 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 
• To approve tonight’s meeting agenda. 

 
The agenda will be amended to move Mike Bubany of David Drown & Associates to the 
beginning of the agenda. 
 
A motion to approve tonight’s agenda with the amendment was made by Councilmember 
Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and carried unanimously. 
 
BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION 

 
• To approve the minutes of the previous Council Meeting (03/20/2018).  

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and 
carried unanimously to approve the minutes from the previous Regular Council Meeting of 
03/20/2018. 
 

• To Approve Resolution 2018-05 Authorizing the Issuance, Sale and Delivery of GO Street 
Reconstruction Note, Series 2018A. 

The issuance, sale and delivery of a $456,000 General Obligation Street Reconstruction Note, 
Series 2018A for financing the reconstruction of County Road 130 is required.  Mr. Bubany 
represents David Drown & Associates as advisor to MRWA to finance the street project.  Mr. 
Bubany explained the bond process and the legal authority to issue the bonds.  The city has met 
all of the procedural requirements.  Mr. Bubany explained the difference between a 
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conventional sale versus the MRWA Midi-Loan program.  The loan is for 15 years and is net 
neutral for taxpayers. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and 
carried unanimously to approve Resolution 2018-05 Authorizing the Issuance, Sale and 
Delivery of GO Street Reconstruction Note, Series 2018A. 

• To approve payment of Claims for the month of March, 2018. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Kellner; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and 
carried unanimously to approve the March, 2018 claims in the amounts of: 
  
$10,230.13 for General Fund 
$31,403.52 for Liquor Fund 
$18,904.05 for Water/Sewer Fund   
 

• To approve the financial statements for General, Liquor and Water/Sewer Funds as of 
03/31/2018. 
 

A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and 
carried unanimously to accept the financial statements for General, Liquor and Water/Sewer 
Fund as of 03/31/2018. 

 
• To approve letter of support of Ranier Development Corporation Request for Tax 

Abatement. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and 
carried unanimously to approve letter of support of Ranier Development Corporation 
Request for Tax Abatement. 
 
LIQUOR STORE 
 

• March, 2018 Liquor Store operating statement. 
 
The Liquor Store Operating Statement for the month of March, 2018 showed a net profit of 
$5,752.14 or 15.56% and a year to date net profit of $15,226.05 compared to March, 2017 with 
a net profit of $3,641.05 and year to date net profit of $5,741.58.    
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and 
carried unanimously to accept the March 2018 Liquor Store Operating Statement. 
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BUILDING, STREETS AND GROUNDS 

• Tabling of motion on Koochiching County CUP Application for quarrying operations. 

On March 29, a public hearing was held by the Ranier Land Use Planning Commission on a 
Conditional Use Permit application filed by Koochiching County/I’Falls for quarrying operations 
on jointly owned property on CR 144.  The Land Use Planning Commission recommended that 
the Council not approve the CUP application for quarry operations on CR 144.   
 
At the 4/10/18 Committee of the Whole Meeting, Koochiching County Commission Wade 
Pavleck and County Engineer Joe Sutherland addressed the council about the proposed quarry 
operations.  They stated that they are taking all of the concerns voiced at the CUP public 
hearing into consideration.  Sutherland stated that the county could bring the entire 
Koochiching County into modern regulations on quarry operations.  Ranier could also pass an 
ordinance.  He asked that the Ranier Council hold off on its decision on the CUP until they can 
bring forward more information.  Sutherland stated that they asked for a transferable CUP 
because quarrying is the highest and best use of the property.  The CUP suggested a whole new 
set of rules for quarry operations which address many concerns.   He stated that this is an 
opportunity for the County and city to work together on ordinances.  He would like more time 
to further research how to address residents’ concerns. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and 
carried unanimously to table the motion regarding the CUP on the quarry. 

• To Approve Resolution 2018-06 Authorizing Application for the USFWS Boating 
Infrastructure Grant Program. 

There will be an application to the USFWS for a Boating Infrastructure Grant to partially fund 
the transient boat dock project at Spruce Street Landing. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and 
carried unanimously to approve Resolution 2018-06 Authorizing Application to the USFWS 
Boating Infrastructure Grant Program. 

OPEN FORUM 
 
Kevin Boyum submitted a letter expressing his concerns regarding potentially constructing a 
parking lot near his residence.  Bruggeman and Swendsen questioned the process of the BIG 
grant and suggested that Council keep the residents informed.  There was some discussion by 
the attendees of the proposed dock project. 
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by 
Councilmember Kellner and carried unanimously. 
 



2018/04/17 Council Mtg Minutes  Page 4 
 

MEETING ADJOURNED @ 7:07 pm.  
 
      

_______________________________  ______________________________ 
Mayor Pro-Tem Todd Coulombe          Date 
 

ATTEST: 

______________________________   ______________________________ 
City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux  Date 


