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CITY OF RANIER 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING MINUTES 
RANIER COMMUNITY BUILDING 

TUESDAY MAY 15, 2018 @ 6:30 pm 
 
Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  A quorum was present.   
 
Council Present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers Todd Coulombe, Bob Dunbar, 

JoAnn Kellner and Ron Wilcox 
Absent: None 
Others present:  City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux, Deputy Clerk Tara Mai, Whitney 

Jackson of The Journal, Tawnya Shoewe of Voyageurs National Park, Bud 
Lessard, Mark Lessard 

 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 
• To approve tonight’s meeting agenda. 

 
A motion to approve tonight’s agenda with the amendment was made by Councilmember 
Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and carried unanimously. 
 
BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION 

 
• To approve the minutes of the previous Council Meeting (04/17/2018).  

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to approve the minutes from the previous Regular Council Meeting of 
04/17/2018. 
 

• To approve payment of Claims for the month of April, 2018. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and 
carried unanimously to approve the April, 2018 claims in the amounts of: 
  
$35,575.47 for General Fund 
$21,067.38 for Liquor Fund 
$19,023.25 for Water/Sewer Fund   
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LIQUOR STORE 
 

• April, 2018 Liquor Store operating statement. 
 
Liquor Store Manager Jenn Seegert presented her monthly report.  The Council reviewed the 
Operating Statement for the month of April, 2018 with a net loss of ($5,874.63) or -23.14% and 
a year to date net profit of $9,351.42 compared to April, 2017 with a net profit of $1,110.30 
and year to date net profit of $6,851.88.    
 
Losses were due to $5,860.16 in expenditures related to the bar remodel and the closure of the 
bar for three and a half days for the remodel. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and 
carried unanimously to accept the April 2018 Liquor Store Operating Statement. 
 
BUILDING, STREETS AND GROUNDS 

• To approve letter to Koochiching County Board Requesting CR 23 to be called Chapel 
Lane  

 
Mayor Wagner had suggested naming CR 23 to be Chapel Lane.  A request must be submitted 
to the Koochiching County Board for their approval.   If approved, Koochiching County Highway 
Department would order and install the specific street signs at each end and bill the invoice 
back to the City of Ranier.   
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and 
carried unanimously to approve letter to submit to Koochiching County requesting CR 23 be 
designated as Chapel Lane. 

• Skidsteer Proposals 
 
Lease proposal financing for skidsteer equipment costing $57,810 have been submitted by 
Border State Bank, Caterpillar Financing Services Corporation and National Cooperative Leasing.  
Border State Bank had a lower interest rate of 3.25% for 72 months.   Caterpillar and a Bobcat 
were both quoted.  The prices for the equipment quoted are through a State of Minnesota 
website where the prices have been competitively bid.   
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and 
carried unanimously to lease the Bobcat and finance the lease through Border State Bank. 
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• Underground power at Big Vic 
 
MNDOT is requiring Minnesota Power to will its power pole near Big Vic and the Ranier 
billboard.  Minnesota Power will run the power underground and install a pedestal base.  
Ranier will be required to connect underground to the pedestal base for power to Bic Vic and 
billboard lights.  This will require 50’ of trenching, electrical work and installation of a meter 
base.  Two quotes were obtained:  one for $1500 and one for $1950. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and 
carried unanimously to accept the lowest quote. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 

• VNP Representative Tawnya Shoewe 
 
Voyageurs National Park will be hosting a special event showcasing the US Mint Quarter 
commemorating Voyageurs National Park event on June 14th @ 11:00 am at the Irv Anderson 
Amphitheater.  Tru-Star will be the on-site broker for selling the coins which can be purchased 
at the event.  Mayor Wagner would like to have 100-200 of the quarters on hand.   
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and 
carried unanimously to purchase 10 rolls of the coins. 
 

• Ranier Recreation Club Representative 
 
The Ranier Rec Club asked for approval to use the barrel train in International Falls on the 4th of 
July, I’Falls Bass Tournament and Labor Day picnic and in Ranier during Ranier Days Festival. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to approve the use of the barrel train by the Ranier Rec Club during the 
above cited events. 
 
Mayor Wagner asked that we send a letter to Old Timer’s Hockey Club in appreciation of their 
generous donation to the Ranier Recreation Club. 

 
• Workers United Collective Bargaining Agreement 

 
The union agreement for the Municipal Liquor Store is expiring July 31, 2018.  Gautreaux has 
spoken with Union Representative who will call next month for a meeting. 
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OPEN FORUM 
 
Councilmember Wilcox spoke about the quotes received for floating dock for the river dock at 
Duluth Street.  Council will review the options and construction methods and determine if this 
is an item that we want to budget for next year. 
 
Councilmember Coulombe asked that blight conditions be put on the agenda for next month’s 
meeting. 
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by 
Councilmember Wilcox and carried unanimously. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED @ 7:07 pm.  

 
      

_______________________________  ______________________________ 
Mayor Dennis Wagner           Date 
 

ATTEST: 

______________________________   ______________________________ 
City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux  Date 


