
CITY OF RANIER 
CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

BLIGHT HEARING MINUTES 
RANIER COMMUNITY BUILDING 

TUESDAY JULY 10, 2018 @ 6:00 pm 
 
Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  A quorum was present.   
 
Council Present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers Bob Dunbar, JoAnn Kellner, Ron 

Wilcox 
Absent: Councilmember Todd Coulombe 
Others present:  City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux, Deputy Clerk Tara Mai, John Bruggeman, 

Sue Swendsen, Tara Nelson, Bud Lessard. 
 

Mayor Wagner called the meeting to order.  This hearing is in regards to blight violations and in 
particular, 3428 County Road 20.  The property owner, Anthony Wolden, did not show up.  He was sent 
a letter by US Mail and by Certified Mail.  Mayor Wagner stated that these hearings are not for 
punishment but for corrective action.  The city has a set of rules that we have to follow in regards to its 
ordinance and the council is following the protocol.    Wolden did move some of the cars, but the pallets 
and other debris remain.  The next action is that we could go through the county attorney and start 
criminal proceedings or hire an attorney and file a civil action for an injunction.    The council is setting a 
precedent if it does not follow through on blatant violations of the ordinance.    Mayor Wagner 
suggested contacting Attorney Steve Shermoen for representation. 

A recommendation to begin civil action route was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by 
Councilmember Dunbar and carried unanimously. 

An issue regarding old carpet in yard of a residence was brought up.  Sears will work with the property 
owner to get it removed. 

Swendsen complained about snow on sidewalks especially in front of the post office.  Mayor Wagner 
stated that snow on sidewalks is responsibility of the adjacent property owners.  Mayor Wagner stated 
that we will start monitoring the snow right away and take corrective action. 

Abrams asked when someone takes on a remodeling project is there a time limit for remodel? 

Mayor Wagner stated that following Ranier’s Resolution on the detrimental effect of blight that 
Koochiching County and its cities will be holding a blight forum.  The date is to be determined shortly. 

The meeting concluded at 6:15 pm. 

 

 


