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CITY OF RANIER 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING MINUTES 
RANIER COMMUNITY BUILDING 

TUESDAY AUGUST 28, 2018 @ 6:30 pm 
 
Council Present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers Todd Coulombe, Bob Dunbar, 

Joann Kellner and Ron Wilcox 
Absent: None 
Others present:  City Administration Sherril Gautreaux, Deputy Clerk Tara Mai, Bud 

Lessard, Whitney Jackson of The Journal, Tara Nelson and John 
Bruggeman. 

 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  A quorum was present.   

 
• To approve tonight’s meeting agenda. 

 
Councilmember Wilcox asked to add a moment of silence in the honor of Richard Thompson’s 
passing. 

 
A motion to approve tonight’s agenda with the amendment was made by Councilmember 
Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and carried unanimously. 
 
BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION 

 
• To approve the minutes of the previous Council Meeting (07/17/2018).  

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and 
carried unanimously to approve the minutes from the previous Regular Council Meeting of 
07/17/2018. 
 

• To approve payment of Claims for the month of July, 2018. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Dunbar; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and 
carried unanimously to approve the July, 2018 claims in the amounts of: 
  
$12,603.46 for General Fund 
$30,828.40 for Liquor Fund 
$25,803.00 for Water/Sewer Fund   
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• Resolution 2018-10 Approving Annual Payments to Border State Bank for Equipment. 
 
The Bobcat is financed by a governmental lease purchase agreement through Border State Bank 
with 7 annual payments of $8,950.44.   A one year warranty is on the Bobcat; an extended 
warranty can be purchased within the year. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and 
carried unanimously to approve Resolution 2018-10 Approving Annual Payments to Border 
State Bank. 
 

• Resolution 2018-11 Accepting Monetary Donations 
 
Monetary donations for Ranier Days were given by several individuals.  Minnesota Statute 
requires that council accept the donations by resolution.  In addition, many volunteers 
contributed their time to make the annual event a success.   
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and 
carried unanimously to approve Resolution 2018-11 Accepting Monetary Donations. 
 
LIQUOR STORE 
 

• To accept the July Liquor Store Operating Statement. 
 
The Council reviewed the Operating Statement for the month of July, 2018 with a net profit of 
$5,799.49 or 14.94% and a year to date net profit of $22,988.75 compared to July, 2017 with a 
net profit of $6,657.99 and year to date net profit of $20,587.81. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Dunbar; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and 
carried unanimously to accept the July 2018 Liquor Store Operating Statement. 
 
BUILDING, STREETS AND GROUNDS 

• CR 130 Update 
 
Mayor Wagner has been working successfully with contractor Carl Bowman on a supplemental 
amendment which changed the plans somewhat for the CR 130 reconstruction.  The 
expenditures will be a reduction from the original plan.  Bowman will be able to start right after 
Labor Day which gives him enough time to finish before contract end. 
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WATER AND SEWER  

• Resolution 2018-12 NKASD Ownership Declaration 

Legal Counsel for North Kooch Area Sewer District drafted a document outlining ownership of 
specific lines and lift stations.  Sewer District board asks that Ranier make action on the 
ownership resolution.  NKASD Board member Bruggeman explained some history behind the 
ownership and financing of certain structures which had substantial funding in the name of 
NKASD.  Mayor Wagner stated that if there were to be any transfer of interceptor line then 
there would have to be agreements on unrestricted use.  Mayor Wagner wants to talk to legal 
counsel to NKASD before we sign the resolution.  Bruggeman stated that there is a sense of 
urgency because of the MPCA violation and the time lines imposed by the MPCA.  
Councilmember Coulombe believes that council should accept the resolution now especially in 
regard to ownership as it relates Ranier issues and let NKASD and International Falls sort out 
their issues. 

A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried to accept Resolution 2018-12 NKASD Ownership Declaration as written.  Wilcox and 
Wagner voted against.  Wagner voted against the resolution because he wants to talk to 
NKASD legal counsel prior to approving the resolution. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
Councilmember Dunbar thanked crew for cleaning up the downed trees after Sunday night’s 
storm.  Tara Nelson asked about the possibility of using Finstad Auto Marine as a Ranier 
historical museum and if there is any support for the idea.  She also spoke about the lighthouse 
structure that was moved to the end of the Spruce Street dock asking if there would be a way 
to put electricity to it. 
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by 
Councilmember Coulombe and carried unanimously. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED @ 7:13 pm.  

      
_______________________________  ______________________________ 
Mayor Dennis Wagner           Date 
ATTEST: 

______________________________   ______________________________ 
City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux  Date 


