CITY OF RANIER
CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MEETING MINUTES
RANIER COMMUNITY BUILDING
TUESDAY DECEMBER 11, 2018 @ 6:30 pm

Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. A quorum was present.

Council Present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers Todd Coulombe, Bob Dunbar,
JoAnn Kellner, Ron Wilcox

Absent: None

Others present: City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux, Deputy Clerk Tara Mai, Public

Works Manager Nick Sears, Liquor Store Manager Jenn Seegert, Bud
Lessard, Gary and Deb Abrams, Mike Wellcome, Berta Wilcox, Tammy
Toratti

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

e To approve tonight’s agenda.

A motion to approve tonight’s agenda was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by
Councilmember Coulombe and carried unanimously.

BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION

e Recommend approval of the minutes of the previous Council Meeting (11/20/2018).

Recommendation made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and
carried unanimously to approve the minutes from the previous Regular Council Meeting of
11/20/2018.

e Review the Lists of Claims for the month of November, 2018.

Recommendation made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and
carried unanimously to approve the November, 2018 lists of claims in the amounts of:

$35,748.81  for General Fund
$14,786.27  for Liquor Fund
$17,807.27 for Water/Sewer Fund
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e To recommend approval of 2019 liquor license renewals for Loony’s Brew and Rainy
Lake Grill and 2019 tobacco license renewals for Loony’s Brew and Loon’s Nest.

Loony’s Brew and Rainy Lake Grill are applying to renew their Intoxicating Liquor and Sunday
Sales licenses for 2019.

A recommendation was made by Councilmember Dunbar; seconded by Councilmember
Coulombe and carried unanimously to approve the Intoxicating Liquor and Sunday Sales
licenses for Loony’s Brew and Rainy Lake Grill and the Tobacco Sales licenses for Loony’s Brew
and the Loon’s Nest.

e To recommend approval of Resolution #2018-16 Adopting 2019 Budget for General
Fund.

A recommendation was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember
Wilcox and carried unanimously to approve Resolution #2018-16 Adopting 2019 Budget for
General Fund.

e Torecommend approval of Resolution #2018-14 Adopting 2019 Property Tax Levy.

A recommendation was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember
Coulombe and carried unanimously to approve Resolution #2018-14 Adopting 2019 Property
Tax Levy in the amount of $244,000.

e To recommend approval of Resolution #2018-17 Designating Ranier Community Building
as 2019 polling place for Ranier East and Ranier West precincts.

Legislative changes to Minnesota Statute §204B.16 require all municipalities to designate
polling places for each precinct by December 31°*" each year for the next calendar year.

A recommendation was made by Councilmember Dunbar; seconded by Councilmember
Coulombe and carried unanimously to approve Resolution #2018-17 designating the Ranier
Community Building as the polling place for Ranier East and Ranier West polling precincts.

e To repeal Ordinance #106 and recommend approval of Ordinance #155 Granting
Minnesota Energy Resources franchise.

Ordinance #106 granted Inter-City Gas Limited, Inc. its lessees, successors and assigns the right
to manufacture, import, transport, and distribute natural gas in the Village of Ranier for 25
years. The agreement expires January 24, 2019. Ordinance #155 grants Minnesota Energy
Resources a natural gas franchise for 25 years. Ordinance #155 is substantially similar to
Ordinance #106 and the LMC model ordinance.
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The LMC Information Memo that was distributed describes the franchising authorities of cities
under state law. Cities do have a right to include a franchise fee which is a pass-through to
customers within the city. Generally, the franchise fee is used whenever there is a substantial
amount of property held by non-profit’s such as a university which pay no municipal property
tax.

A recommendation was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember
Coulombe and carried unanimously to approve Ordinance #155 Granting Minnesota Energy

Resources franchise.

e Koochiching County Draft Housing Study.

A draft of the Koochiching County Housing Study was distributed. City Administrator Gautreaux
explained that census figures for population and number of households is skewed because of
the annexation after the 2010 census. The MN State Demographer reports that Ranier has 589
persons and 295 households. The consultant reported that when the 2020 census is
completed, these numbers can be input into the report document. Though the report is dense,
council can focus on the “findings and recommendations” section in the study. The consultant
recommends that the council sit down with stakeholders and go through the
recommendations, identify open land, and make contact with developers.

The consultant will hold a joint presentation with the city of International Falls on 1/17/2019 at
6:00 pm at Backus. KEDA will have a press release and invite bankers and builders to the

presentation.

LIQUOR STORE

e Liquor Manager’s Report

The Council reviewed the Operating Statement for the month of November, 2018 with a net
loss of (5444.51) and a year to date net profit of $26,488.51 compared to November, 2017 with
a net loss of (5737.80) and year to date net profit of $28,142.22.

Liqguor Store Manager Jenn Seegert reported that Tom & Jerry Christmas Party will be held on
12/21/18. Seegert reported that the chili cook-off went fairly well and patrons would like to
have a soup cook off in the winter also. Mayor Wagner asked whether the rec club would do a
meat raffle anytime soon, none are planned. Cribbage tournaments will start in January.
Council inquired about inventory checks which Seegert performs a full inventory every month.
On January 3, 2019, a representative from our accounting firm will be on site to perform an
inventory audit.

Recommendation made by Councilmember Dunbar; seconded by Councilmember Kellner and
carried unanimously to accept the November 2018 Liquor Store Operating Statement.

2018-12-11 committee of the whole mtg minutes Page 3



BUILDINGS, STREETS AND GROUNDS

e Maintenance Report

Public Works Supervisor Nick Sears reported on maintenance issues. The new snowmobile trail
is open on the alley way north of the railroad track and will exit at Lynn Avenue. The rink has
been flooded and is open and beautiful. Mayor Wagner will ask the masonry company which is
in town to look at the fire pit and fix the upper layer. Sears will look at removing the coke
machine in the warming house. The Chapel Lane signs will be installed by the county soon.
Council asked to look at ordering Ranier city limit signs for the entrances to town. Council
talked about need to speak with MNDOT about signage at TH11/CSAH 20 intersection and
street lights at Chapel Lane/TH 11 and TH 11/CSAH 20 intersection. Councilmember Dunbar
reported that a street light on Pine Street is out.

Recommendation made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox
and carried unanimously to accept the November 2018 maintenance report.

OTHER BUSINESS

e Ranier Recreation Club.

The annual Ranier Recreation Club Christmas party will be held on 12/16/18 from 11:00 am -
1:00 pm 12/16/18. Mayor Wagner inquired whether Cantilever Distillery would be able to sell
pull tabs through the Rec Club.

OPEN FORUM

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by
Councilmember Coulombe and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.

THE COMMITTEE MEETING ADJOURNED @ 7:03 p.m.
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