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CITY OF RANIER 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING MINUTES 
RANIER COMMUNITY BUILDING 

TUESDAY JULY 16, 2019 @ 6:30 pm 
 
Councilmember JoAnn Kellner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  A quorum was present.   
 
Council Present: Councilmembers Bob Dunbar, Ron Wilcox, JoAnn Kellner  
 Absent:   Councilmember Todd Coulombe, Mayor Dennis Wagner 
Others present:  City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux, Deputy Clerk Tara Mai, Gail 

Rognerud-Backus/AB, Darcy Sullivan-KCC-TV, Bud Lessard, Tammy 
Toratti, Gary and Deb Abrams, Sue Swendsen, John Bruggeman 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 
• To approve tonight’s meeting agenda. 

 
A motion to approve tonight’s agenda was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by 
Councilmember Dunbar and carried unanimously. 
 
BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION 

 
• To approve the minutes of the previous Council Meeting (06/18/2019).  

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to approve the minutes from the previous Regular Council Meeting of 
06/18/2019. 
 

• To approve payment of the Claims for the month of June, 2019.  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Dunbar; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and 
carried unanimously to approve the June, 2019 claims in the amounts of: 
 
$21,665.99 for General Fund 
$18,570.31 for Liquor Fund 
$28,780.12 for Water/Sewer Fund    
 
 
 
 
 



2019/07/16 Council Mtg Minutes  Page 2 
 

• To accept the financial statements and fund balances for General and Water/Sewer 
Funds as of 06/30/2019 
 

A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to accept the financial statements and fund balances for General and 
Water/Sewer Funds as of 06/30/2019. 
 

• To approve Letter of Support of Backus/AB USDA Grant Application. 
 
The leaders of Backus/AB are seeking letters of support to include in a grant application to the 
USDA Rural Development for financial assistance to replace the boiler condensate tan, update 
basement lighting, removal of asbestos tile, replacing floor tile, replacing fuel lines to boiler, 
locker room/window well drain repair and purchase of a floor scrubbing machine. 
 
Gail Rognerud representing Backus/AB stated that Backus/AB survives off of grants and 
appreciates the community support. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to send a letter of support to Backus/AB for its USDA Rural Development 
grant application. 
 
LIQUOR STORE 
 

• To Accept the June 2019 Liquor Store Operating Statement 
 
The Council accepted the Liquor Store Operating Statement for the month of June 2019 with a 
net profit of $6,497.12 compared to June 2018 with a net profit of $1,047.23 and year to date 
net profits of $20,842.74 compared to 2018 year to date net profits of $17,189.26.   
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Dunbar; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and 
carried unanimously to accept the June 2019 Liquor Store Operating Statement. 
 
BUILDINGS, STREETS AND GROUNDS 

• MNDOT/ARDC Transportation Plan 
 
Andy Hubley of ARDC sent an e-mail with information about TH 11 improvement project 
beginning in 2026.  MNDOT has engaged ARDC to conduct community transportation planning 
process prior to the project’s scope being completed.  The planning process will seek to create a 
vision for northeast Koochiching County’s transportation system’s future and enable 
stakeholders to identify and prioritize development directions, make strategic long-term 
investment decisions and position the cities of International Falls and Ranier, Koochiching 
County and MNDOT to apply for or access additional available funding related to the upcoming 
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project.  The ARDC is seeking some funding from cities of International Falls and Ranier and 
Koochiching County. 
 
Hubley stated that there are two pavement projects shown (tentatively) in the area – one on 
Highway 11 in Downtown International Falls and one east of Ranier on Highway 11.  He stated 
that though neither one directly impacts Ranier – for now.  However, MNDOT is asking for 
ARDC to look at all aspects of the area’s transportation system in order to ensure scopes of the 
projects don’t miss anything and that community needs are met.  He stated that ARDC is not 
restricted to looking at just the exact location; ARDC can look at county roads, city streets, 
sidewalks, paved trail, railroad, etc., and then make recommendations for improvements as 
well as identify ways to fund those recommendations either through MNDOT or other sources.    
There is an interesting article in this month’s Minnesota Cities magazine about MNDOT road 
improvements in small towns. 
 
Hubley is asking the council to let him know if they are interested in participating in this project.  
The matching amount of $2500 would have to be included in next year’s budget. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to table a decision until the next meeting. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
Sue Swendsen requesting a public hearing on boat launch at 7 Oaks Park and wants the date 
published 10 days in advance.  Kellner stated that we would be having a public meeting in the 
future and publish the date 10 days in advance. 
 
Gary Abrams asked what is going on with the kiosks along the highway and why they haven’t 
been completed.   
 
Councilmember Dunbar wondered why the RLOS water line installed under TH11 was not more 
than a 2 inch line and stated that the McHarg residence does not get enough water pressure.  In 
addition, there is not enough water pressure to install a fire hydrant.  Gautreaux reminded 
everyone that there was no funding to increase the size of the waterline to a 6 inch and the 
Council was not amenable to spend $40,000 on the larger line. 
 
Bruggeman – asked about CR 130 after the rain if drainage was working.   
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by 
Councilmember Dunbar and carried unanimously. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED @ 6:41 p.m.  
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_______________________________  ______________________________ 
Mayor Dennis Wagner           Date 
 

ATTEST: 

______________________________   ______________________________ 
Sherril Gautreaux, City Administrator  Date 


