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CITY OF RANIER 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING MINUTES 
RANIER COMMUNITY BUILDING 

TUESDAY OCTOBER 15, 2019 @ 6:30 pm 
 
Mayor Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  A quorum was present.   
 
Council Present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers Bob Dunbar, Ron Wilcox 
Absent:   Councilmembers JoAnn Kellner, Todd Coulombe 
Others present:  City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux, Deputy Clerk Tara Mai, Darcy 

Sullivan-KCC-TV, Bud Lessard, Berta Wilcox (Ranier Recreation Club), Sue 
Swendsen, John Bruggeman, Joanne Finstad, Deb and Gary Abrams, Paul 
Jones, Paul Kavan, Dan Joyce, Tammy Toratti, Charles Helleloid 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 
• To approve tonight’s meeting agenda. 

 
A motion to approve tonight’s agenda was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by 
Councilmember Dunbar and carried unanimously. 
 
BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION 

 
• To approve the minutes of the previous Council Meeting (09/17/2019).  

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Dunbar; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and 
carried unanimously to approve the minutes from the previous Regular Council Meeting of 
09/17/2019. 
 

• To accept the General and Water/Sewer Fund Financial Statements as of 09/30/2019 
 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to accept the General and Water/Sewer Fund Financial Fund Statements 
as of 09/30/2019. 
 

• To approve payment of the Claims for the month of September, 2019.  
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to approve the September, 2019 claims in the amounts of: 
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$  9,368.47 for General Fund 
$19,438.23 for Liquor Fund 
$19,908.26 for Water/Sewer Fund  
 

• Resolution 2019-09 - 2020 Census Partnership. 
 
Resolution 2019-09 – 2020 Census Partnership states that the city of Ranier is committed to 
partnering with the US Census Bureau to achieve a complete and accurate count. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to approve Resolution 2019-09 2020 Census Partnership. 
 

• To approve KCC-TV funding of $1000 in 2020 Budget. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to approve KCC-TV funding of $1000 in 2020 budget. 
 

• To approve amended Ordinance No. 146 Appendix A Liquor License Fee Schedule 
 

Appendix A Liquor License Fee Schedule was amended to add a $200 fee for a Microdistillery 
off-sale license. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to approve amended Appendix A of Ordinance No. 146 Liquor License 
Fee Schedule. 
 

• To approve Cantilever Bridge Distillery, LLC microdistillery off-sale license 
 

Minnesota statutes allow a city to issue an off-sale license to a microdistillery.  The license may 
allow the sale of one 375 milliliter bottle per customer per day of product distilled on site. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to approve the microdistillery off-sale license forCantilever Bridge 
Distillery, LLC. 
 
LIQUOR STORE 
 

• To Accept the September 2019 Liquor Store Operating Statement 
 
The Council accepted the Liquor Store Operating Statement for the month of September 2019 
with a net profit of $4,019.26 compared to September 2018 with a net profit of $140.17 and 
year to date net profits of $42,361.21 compared to 2018 year to date net profits of $29,097.28.   
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A motion was made by Councilmember Dunbar; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and 
carried unanimously to accept the September 2019 Liquor Store Operating Statement. 
 
BUILDINGS, STREETS AND GROUNDS 

• To approve Planning and Zoning Commission Appointments. 
 
Four positions on the planning and zoning commission are open.  In addition, one member 
needs to be appointed from the ranks of the council.  The ordinance states that the four 
members are nominated by the mayor.   
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to table the motion until full council is present to review the Mayor’s 
nominations to the Planning and Zoning Committee. 
 

• Koochiching County Soil and Water Conservation District buckthorn presentation. 
 
KCSWCD representatives Jolen Simon and James Aasen made a presentation on cooperative 
weed management.   KCSWCD is working on a cooperative weed management plan with a 
collection of partners to include Koochiching County, Voyageurs National Park, MNDNR, 
MNDOT and others.   The plan will bring major land managers within the County to the same 
table to better coordinate terrestrial invasive weed management, help in public education 
efforts and provide a necessary component needed to apply for grant funding.  KCSWCD would 
like to also bring the municipalities to the table.  
 
Grant money for weed management usually can include equipment and staffing which is always 
helpful.  Organization of cooperative weed management areas increases the chances of success 
for these opportunities, and there’s really no obligation on the part of the city other than 
cooperation.  MN agencies have at least three opportunities for weed control grants in every 
two year cycle.   KCSWCD is also looking into USDA grants that can yield upward of $200,000 for 
staffing and equipment. The county has been successful twice on MDH grants and we just 
submitted one out of our office. Ultimately, forming this group and getting as many good 
partners on board as we can get will mean more funding for our county and jobs, and there’s 
certainly a need. 
 
Mayor Wagner inquired whether the city is turning over the rights to KSWCD to spray on city 
property.  Aasen explained that KCSWCD will use the cooperative agreement as leverage to 
obtain grant funds.  
 
Gary Abrams commented that it is a common practice that folks with vacant land do not mow 
and have wild parsnip.  He wants some radical changes in the way it is managed and to not 
allow the vacant lands to grow wild parsnip. 
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Aasen explained that there is a statute that requires all property owners to manage invasive 
species.  This grant could help reach out to landowners. 
 
Mayor Wagner would like to put some enforcement through the zoning commission for city. 
 
Councilmember Dunbar stated that the county did spray that property last year. 
 
Aasen stated that the hope is to remedy these kinds of situations; there is a schedule for when 
to mow before the wild parsnip blooms usually in June.    Potentially, a grant could provide cost 
sharing on priority property. 
 
KCSWCD would like to have an outreach session in Ranier on European Buckthorn which is an 
invasive species.  There are certain hotbeds of the shrub which can take over a yard and 
degrade animal habitat.  It is a very resilient plant.  The KCSWCD thought about holding the 
program next week but would like to push back into the last week of October.  The District will 
advertise the event and bring the media.  They will bring a certain kind of puller to demonstrate 
that pulls the trees out by their roots.  There is a fair amount of European Buckthorn on the city 
property behind the community building and at the end of the alleyway north of the 
community building. 
 
The Buckthorn workshop will be held on November 6 at 2:00 pm at the Ranier Hall. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to enter into the cooperative weed management area plan. 
 
WATER/SEWER 
 

• To approve Resolution 2019-10 Assessment for Delinquent Water Bills. 
 
Resolution 2019-10 assesses water bills of 2 water customers to their property taxes payable in 
2020. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to approve Resolution 2019-10 Assessment for Delinquent Water Bills. 
 
 

• To approve re-appointment to North Koochiching Area Sanitary Sewer District Board. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to approve the re-appointment of John Bruggeman to the North 
Koochiching Area Sanitary Sewer District Board. 
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• To approve waterline connection at 3445 County Road 46. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to approve the waterline connection at 3445 County Road 46. 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 

• Resolution 2019-11 - 2020 Census Complete Count Committee. 
 
Resolution 2019-11 – 2020 Census Complete Count Committee states that the city of Ranier will 
form a Census complete count committee. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Dunbar and 
carried unanimously to approve Resolution 2019-11 2020 Census Complete Count Committee. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
John Bruggeman – Buckthorn is tough to fight – crowds everything out. 
 
Paul Kavan – update on stop sign?  Gautreaux will follow up with county. 
 
Wagner – cleaned up drainage in front of Rainy Lake Grill.  Cleaned up the alley way south of 
the CN RR.  Tried to follow up on the street lights and have not heard back. 
 
Bruggeman – did make appointments to zoning commission?  Wagner – no tabled it until full 
council. 
 
Simon – thank you for allowing KCSWCD to do drainage stencil project. 
 
Wagner – have been talking to property owners on Main Street about parking options. 
 
Dunbar – only 2 owners wanted parking spots? 
 
Wagner – discussed all of the issues with the property owners. 
 
Dunbar – could we take off the sod and put some gravel in and make them a driveway? 
 
Wager – talked to property owners about the diagonal parking and assigning a couple of spots 
to each property owner and could give us about 15-20 additional parking spots. 
 
Joanne Finstad – how wide is the street? 
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Wagner – 80 feet but think would use 60-65 feet would be sufficient.  Can’t go 80 feet because 
of location of some buildings. 
 
Finstad – 80 feet wide street is unrealistic for no reason at all to have it that wide. 
 
Charles Helleloid – Has 2 points that he would like to make.  He thinks that there is a reason to 
be concerned about having commercial parking in residential area. He would be in favor of 
vacating the areas on the north and south side of Main Street to the adjoining property owners.  
To be fair ; it should be same on either side. 
 
Wagner – north side would get an additional sidewalk.  South side would not have enough 
room for sidewalk. 
 
Helleloid – road is really on the north side of the center line and looks okay right now.  I have no 
standing but would like to consider vacating 15 feet on north and south side. 
 
Wagner – center line of road would not change at all 
 
Helleloid – believe that road is located more to the north 
 
Wagner – center of road doesn’t have to change 
 
Helleloid – just asking to give both sides the same deal. 
 
Wagner – we could do that by vacating the 15 feet on the south side of the street.  Once get a 
plan laid out will talk to property owners. 
 
Deb Abrams – when is Cantilever opening? 
 
Wagner – December 15th grand opening? 
 
Abrams – what happens for parking until plans are ready? 
 
Wagner – they have a parking lot across from Loony’s.  The city and county is trying to facilitate 
parking for all of the businesses and the residences.  Even opened up alley for snowmobile trail 
on north side of tracks to keep snowmobiles off the road. 
 
Abrams – is that where there are going to build the shops? 
 
Wagner – Cantilever has tried to buy other pieces of property and is working on it. 
 
Bruggeman – one parking spot in front of the grill that folks to use that is in a twilight zone. 
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Dan Joyce – The Rainy Lake Grill property line goes south 6-8 feet into the alley and some folks 
do park there. 
 
Wagner – probably going to have to approach CN and ask them to park differently because they 
are parking into the alley 
 
Joyce – sees the big truck that parks into the alleyway 
 
Dunbar – brokerage property for sale? 
 
Wagner – sold – will be trading post again more parking issues 
 
Bruggeman – did they build the depot right on the city street? 
 
Wagner – to get into property wars with RR would be futile. 
 
Dunbar – big tree down in park behind Sharon Ball. 
 
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by 
Councilmember Dunbar and carried unanimously. 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED @ 7:20 p.m.  

 
      

_______________________________  ______________________________ 
Mayor Dennis Wagner           Date 
 

ATTEST: 

______________________________   ______________________________ 
Sherril Gautreaux, City Administrator  Date 
 

 

 

 

 

  


