m< DEPARTMENT OF
I NATURAL RESOURCES

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Northeast Regional Headquarters
1201 East Highway 2, Grand Rapids, MN 55744

August 08, 2024

Sherri Gautreaux

City Administrator

PO Box 186

Ranier, MN 56668
cityofranier@frontiernet.net

RE: Ranier Community Dock Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW)

Dear Ms. Gautreaux,

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources {MNDNR) has conducted a review of Ranier
Community Dock Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW). We appreciate the opportunity to
review this project and encourage project proposers to continue their coordination with MN DNR and
other agencies to protect natural resources. Additional information on the natural resources in the
project area, surrounding area, and how they pertain to the Environmental Assessment Worksheet
(EAW) may help enhance those efforts; see applicable sections below.

Permitting Requirements

As noted in the EAW, a MNDNR Public Waters Permit will be needed for the facility. At a minimum,
MN Statues 103G and MN Rule 6115, including the following portions of 6115.0211 Specific Standards;
Structures will need to be met. Specifically in regard to:

Subp. 4a. Mooring facilities. Except as provided in part 6115.0210, subpart 4, item A, a permit is
required for the construction of all offshore mooring facilities. A mooring facility shall be approved
if the following general conditions and the additional listed specific criteria are met:

A. the mooring facility is designed in a compact fashion so as to blend in with the surrounding
shoreline and so that all mooring and maneuvering activities can be normally confined to an
area bounded by the property lines as extended into public waters while minimizing the surface
area occupied in relation to the number of watercraft to be served;

Meaning, the proposer will have to ensure there is legal permission and authorization to build the
structure and allow for watercraft maneuvering in front of properties whose lot line when extended
lakeward would bisect. The dock as proposed would make access to both neighboring docks (Loonie’s
Brewer and Tara’s Wharf) more difficult especially when there is high traffic and visitors park landward
near the city pier.

Additionally, the rule continues to read:

B. the mooring facility minimizes encroachment waterward of the ordinary high-water level;
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C. for docks or mooring facilities more than eight feet in width, the applicant provides reasonable
justification that the proposed width represents the minimal impact solution to a specific need
with respect to all reasonable alternatives; and
D. (3) offshore marinas, if:
(a) the area is zoned for such use, or the local government land use authority grants a land
use permit; and
(b) the marina is sized consistent with the demand for mooring facilities in the area and the
number of watercraft to be served.

With these rules in mind, MNDNR will require additional information from the proposer for permitting
and it may require adjustments to the project footprint and plans in the following areas.

Main Dock and “T” Portion

MN DNR will require further justification for the 20-foot dock width, the 200-foot “T” section, and the
overall scope of the project. The proposed facility is much larger than other permitted dock structures
on large lakes that provide Marina services. MN DNR understands the project must meet engineering
specifications; however, we must ensure the project is the least impactful alternative for the purpose
and need under MN Rules 6115.0211. Subp. 4a, {C).

The overall proposed size of the structure to facilitate houseboat and larger craft will require a
significant amount of maneuvering space that may extend further beyond property lines than
described in the EAW. Normally these projects are bound to property lines as described in MN Rules
6115.0211. Subp. 4a, (A). Reducing the overall size of the structure would also allow for dock
foundation and design alternatives that have less impact to adjacent properties and the public water.

MNDNR encourages the proposer to consider an overall smaller structure. The current planned length
and width of the structure including the space needed for maneuvering, indicated that the project
footprint extends across several shoreline ownerships.

Please include an expanded alternative analysis showing the feasibility of a reduced overall design that
reduces areal impact, including a narrower main dock, shorter “T” section, including flow through the
breakwater. Breakwater features can trap debris and cause changes to shoreline sand movement and
cause erosion of nearby shorelines. A reduced main dock width and “T” section length would improve
flow through the “T” section and would require smaller and/or fewer cribs and would improve lateral
water flow through the main dock.

Please include the components in the alternative analysis as described below:

1. Provide alternative analysis to illustrate how a narrower dock is or is not feasible with the
purpose and need, and engineering capabilities.

2. Provide alternative analysis to show how a shorter “T” dock with water flow through the
“T” portion is or is not feasible with the purpose and need, and engineering capabilities.

3. Describe how a smaller overall structure including length and width of main dock, fewer
floating docks and a shorter T section will or will not meet the purpose and need.

4. Include information on impacts from wave action as well as ice movement.
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5. Include impacts of breakwater and entire structure on shoreland sand drift and erosion.

6. Water level fluctuations on Rainy Lake are significant and the interior floating docks allow
for use for most docking situations. The Ordinary High-Water Level (OHWL) of Rainy Lake is
1108.1. Describe how the fixed elevation structure will address the typical water level
range and allow for use of the “T” dock for larger watercraft.

Please note that a DNR Public Waters Permit application must be submitted through the MNDNR
Permitting and Reporting System (MPARS) for official application, and official review for a DNR Public
Waters Permit.

Please provide any plans for temporary or permanent structures on top of the proposed structure.
Please note that certain structures such as roofed structures, vendors and other commercial uses may
be limited or prohibited and will require additional review for any permit requirements.

Use Considerations

The city owns the Public Water Access (PWA) ramp and pier location, and MN DNR owns the parking
lot a couple blocks away. MN DNR granted the city the $50,000 for the pier and has an agreement with
the city to maintain the pier until 2034. Additional discussions are needed on how to proceed with
dissolving this agreement and whether that would incur additional costs to the City; it would be
anticipated that there would be a prorated repayment to the State/MN DNR for the opportunity lost. It
could also be appropriate to determine the opportunity provided by the new marina facility and
consider applying the transient boater interest to a portion of the new marina.

Due to the loss of the PWA, MN DNR will no longer have a use for the parking lot and would work
toward selling it. Federal dollars were used in the purchase of the parking lot, so that would need to be
addressed before a sale occurs.

Additionally, MN DNR holds no responsibility for the removal of the existing crib dock, the city is solely
responsible for the dock and all associated costs, including removal. Please contact MNDNR Parks and
Trails Supervisor for this area, Joe Majerus at joseph.majerus@state.mn.us, to discuss how to proceed.

MN DNR acknowledges that that proposed project will continue to provide public access for paddle
watercraft via the proposed soft launch area and provide dock space for transient boaters. However,
the proposed project entails a loss of a public access for small and mid-sized recreational boats. The
newly constructed public water access does not provide the same safe and effective access due its
location on the river outlet. The city discussed an idea of a new location for the PWA on city property a
short distance away, but the location would require boaters to navigate through some rapids before
entering the lake. MN DNR does not support this location for a designated PWA, due to safety
concerns.

Safety is something that should be considered and measures should be implemented to ensure public
safety concerns are addressed. MN DNR encourages the proposer to coordinate with the appropriate
water surface use regulatory authority regarding Navigational Safety such as, the United States Coast
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Guard or the Sheriff's Office. Additionally, it seems that ladders along the dock should be available for
people to exit the water in the event they fall in and need a quick exit. Other safety features should be
considered as well, such as navigational buoys and signage.

The aesthetics will be impacted, especially considering the plans to facilitate use of houseboats that
will be moored on the end for periods of time; this could be a consideration regarding impacts to
neighboring properties and recreationists.

Habitat and Sensitive Features

Ranier has an ongoing grant with the division of forestry to help mitigate the effects of Emerald Ash
Borer by removing ash trees and planting a variety of other ecologically similar species. If the city
needs to remove trees that were planted with this grant money, the city will need replace at their
expense.

Rainy Lake is a lake of biological significance. Please use caution during construction and implement
Best Management Practices (BMP) to avoid sedimentation and water quality impacts. Additionally,
please refer to and follow the recommendations outlined in the MN DNR Natural Heritage Letter for
this project.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Ranier Community Dock EAW. Please contact our MN
DNR Northeast Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist, Jessica Parson, with any questions.
Jessica can be reached at (218) 328-8826 or via email at: jessica.parson@state.mn.us.

Sincerely,

. Digitally signed by Shelly
Shelly Patten paozs.0s.06
~ 14:32:59 -05'00"
Shelly Patten
NE Regional Director, MN DNR

cc:

Lisa Joyal
Darrell Schindler
Greg Root
Jessica Parson
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August 5, 2024

Sherril Gautreaux, City Administrator
City of Ranier

P.O. Box 186

Ranier, MN 56668
cityofranier@frontiernet.net

RE: City of Ranier Community Dock — Environmental Assessment Worksheet
Dear: Sherril Gautreaux

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the Environmental Assessment Worksheet
(EAW) for the City of Ranier Community Dock project (Project) located in Ranier, Koochiching County,
Minnesota. The Project consists of expanding an existing city dock to provide 26 tie-up facilities with up
to seven available for overnight stays. The overnight facilities would be accessible for non-trailerable
boats of 26+ feet in length. Amenities, including 20-, 30-, and 50-AMP electrical hook ups, freshwater
services, and a sewage pump out station would be located on the dock. Regarding matters for which the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) has regulatory responsibility and other interests, the MPCA
staff has the following comments for your consideration.

401 Certification

Section 8. Cover types indicates no wetlands will be impacted. However, the project is in the Rainy Lake
an ORVW, 303d Impaired Waters for AQC and Hg-F. Rainy Lake is identified as a Lake of Outstanding
Biological Significance.

Section 9. Permits and Approvals requires the USACE Section 404 permit and the MPCA 401 Water
Quality Certification

From the 401-program perspective in the application process:

 The applicant (the City of Ranier) must receive a complete Record of Decision/Finding of Fact
(ROD/FOF) before the 401-program can issue a Certification with condition, Waiver, or Denial.

o The applicant must request a pre-filing meeting.

o The applicant must schedute and complete the pre-filing meeting.

e The applicant must complete the Antidegradation Assessment,

o The MPCA 401 program will complete an internat triage meeting to determine if this project
should be Certified with conditions; Waived or Denied.

We appreciate the opportunity to review this Project. Please be aware that this letter does not
constitute approval by the MPCA of any or all elements of the Project for the purpose of pending or
future permit actions by the MPCA. Ultimately, it is the responsibility of the Project proposer to secure
any required permits and to comply with any requisite permit conditions. If you have any questions
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concerning our review of this EAW, please contact me by email at Chris.Green@state.mn.us or by
telephone at 507-476-4258.

Sincerely,

Chis Goon.

This document has been electronically signed.

Chris Green

Project Manager

Environmental Review Unit

Resource Management and Assistance Division

CG:rs

cc: Dan Card, MPCA
Tom Estabrooks, MPCA
Nicole Peterson, MPCA
Colin Boysen, MPCA
Lauren Dickerson, MPCA
Innocent Eyoh, MPCA
Deepa deAlwis, MPCA



