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CITY OF RANIER 
PUBLIC HEARING 

PETITION TO VACATE 
06/17/2025 @ 6:00 pm 

 
Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  A quorum was present.   
 
Council Present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers, Ron Wilcox, Jennifer Lahmayer, 

Todd Coulombe 
Absent: Councilmember JoAnn Kellner  
Others present:  City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux, Tammy Toratti, Berta Wilcox, Darcy 

Sullivan KCC-TV, Nick Hagen – Public Works Supervisor, Kris Helleloid, 
Charles Helleloid, Sue Swendson, John Bruggeman, Karina Joyce-Ham, 
Robert Ham, Dan Joyce, Linda Joyce, Laurie Hedlund, Paul Jones, Marilyn 
Jones, Tara Nelson, Jean Kelly, Mary Ann Kasich, Wayne Kasich, Deputy 
Sheriff  x 3,  Matthew Isensee, Jean Isensee, Stephanie Heinle, Deputy 
Clerk Edith Jenkinson 

 
Mayor Wagner called the meeting to order and asked for a moment of silence to commemorate 
the recently assassinated Minnesota State Representative Melissa Hortman and her husband 
and the seriously injured Minnesota State Senator John Hoffman and his wife. 

 
• Petition to vacate 10 feet of platted Main Street on the north side of Lots 1 through 

12 of Block 1 and 10 feet of platted Main Street on the south side of Lots 5 through 
10 of Block 2 of Ranier Plat. 

 
Residents on Block 1 and Block 2 of Main Street filed a petition to vacate 10 feet of the platted 
road on the north side of Block 1, lots 1 through 12 and the south side of Block 2, lots 5 through 
10.  The petition was signed by Robert and Karina Ham representatives of Rainy Lake Rentals, 
LLC. (Block 1, W ½ of N ½ of Lot 3 and N ½ of Lots 4 & 5); Daniel and Linda Joyce (Block 1, N ½ of 
Lots 1 & 2 & E ½ & N ½ of Lot 3); Paul & Marilyn Jones (Block 1, Lots 6, 7, 8); Jean Glazier (Block 
1, Lots 9-12); Stephanie & Tim Heinle (Block 2, Lots 10 & 11); Kris & Charles Helleloid (Block 2 Lots 
5-9). 
 
Main Street is platted at 80 feet though a much smaller amount of the road is paved. 
 
Karina Joyce-Ham spoke on behalf of the petitioners stating that she feels the right of way at 80 
feet is too wide for a residential street and that 60 feet is the normal right of way.  If the street 



2025-06-17 council mtg minutes Page 2 
 

would ever be widened to its platted 80 feet, the front 5 feet of her house would be on the road.  
Other properties have flower gardens currently planted into the right of way.  She stated that 
everyone that signed the vacation petition is agreeable to the vacation.  On the north side of the 
street, Block 2 Lots 1-4 are not asking for 10 foot vacation.  She stated that it is a residential area 
and wants it to remain residential. 
Sue Swendsen offered that everyone that lives in old Ranier is currently mowing areas in the city 
right of way. 
Councilmember Lahmayer stated that she feels its not wrong of the city to try to right historical 
wrongs.  At this time, these residents don’t have the option of purchasing the right of way. 
Mary Ann Kasich who resides at 3487 Main Street stated that it is her philosophy that no 
vacations should take place in Ranier.   She stated that she is concerned with Main Street Park 
and the Heinle property encroaching into Main Street Park.  She stated that there is not a lot of 
room for parking as it is without the proposed vacation.  She stated that she wants to see it tabled 
to see exactly where the Main Street Park property lines.  She stated that she is concerned that 
access to the park will be discouraged.  She stated that the area is not truly residential; it is mixed 
use.   
Mayor Wagner discussed the new depot and a discussion of different options available for road 
traffic.   Where Jean Kelly resides on the corner, Wagner stated that area to the east of the road 
on the corner should be excavated out and crushed rock put into the area.   Wagner stated that 
he also wants access to Main Street Park to remain.  He stated that he would like to see a 10 foot 
parking lane by Main Street Park.   
Kasich stated that she wants to keep with the residential feeling.    
Lahmayer asked if she was concerned that would the vacation would interfere with parking at 
Main Street Park? Lahmayer stated that she doesn’t see that it would be an issue because lot 11 
of Block 2 is not included in the petition.   
Kris Helleloid commented that preserving the park is a priority. 
Wagner stated that the big issue is the new depot and the retaining wall that will be installed 
next to Main Street Park.   
Lahmayer – Kasich is asking to be tabled until council has assurance that Main Street Park access 
to available?   
Charles Helleloid stated that if the 10 feet is vacated, then that would meet the current set up 
with houses that do not meet the proper set back.  He stated that in regards to Park access, he 
believes that 60 feet is plenty of room for access.   
Paul Jones stated that the Main Street Park needs some repairs.  
Robert Ham stated that the main goal is to try to get the books straight and there is no intention 
to restrict access to the park.  
 
Councilmember Coulombe made a motion to vacate Motion to vacate 10 feet of platted Main 
Street on the north side of Lots 1 through 12 of Block 1 and 10 feet of platted Main Street on 
the south side of Lots 5 through 10 of Block 2 of Ranier Plat; seconded by Councilmember 
Coulombe and carried unanimously. 
 

• Petition to vacate that portion of platted 5th Street between Lot 16 and the western point 
of Lot 15 in Block 3 and between Lot 30 and the western point of Lot 1 in Block 6 and the 
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platted alley between Lots 14, 15,16, 17 of Block 3 of American Suburbs East Side Addition 
to Int’l Falls Plat in the city limits of Ranier. 
 

Derek Forpahl owns property on both sides of platted 5th Street between Lot 16 and the western 
point of Lot 15 in Block 3 of American Suburbs East Side Addition to Int’l Falls Plat in the city limits 
of Ranier is asking that it be vacated.  Other properties to the east of his property have access 
through the platted Second Avenue. 
 
Councilmember Lahmayer made a motion to vacate that portion of platted 5th Street between 
Lot 16 and the western point of Lot 15 in Block 3 and between Lot 30 and the western point of 
Lot 1 in Block 6; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and carried unanimously. 

 
 
 

CITY OF RANIER COUNCIL 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

RANIER COMMUNITY BUILDING 
TUESDAY JUNE 17, 2025 @ 6:30 pm 

 
Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  A quorum was present.   
 
Council Present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers, Ron Wilcox, Jennifer Lahmayer, 

Todd Coulombe  
Absent: Councilmember JoAnn Kellner 
Others present:  City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux, Tammy Toratti, Berta Wilcox, Darcy 

Sullivan KCC-TV, Nick Hagen – Public Works Supervisor, Kris Helleloid, 
Charles Helleloid, Sue Swendson, John Bruggeman, Karina Joyce-Ham, 
Robert Ham, Dan Joyce, Linda Joyce, Laurie Hedlund, Paul Jones, Marilyn 
Jones, Tara Nelson, Jean Kelly, Mary Ann Kasich, Wayne Kasich, Deputy 
Sheriff  x 3,  Matthew Isensee, Jean Isensee, Stephanie Heinle, Deputy 
Clerk Edith Jenkinson 

 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

• To approve tonight’s agenda. 
 

Councilmember Coulombe made a motion to approve tonight’s agenda; seconded by 
Councilmember Wilcox and carried unanimously. 
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BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION 
 

• To approve 05/20/2025 Council Meeting Minutes. 
 
A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Lahmayer and 
carried unanimously to approve 05/20/2025 Council Meeting Minutes. 

 
• To recommend approving the May 2025 Claims.  

 
A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and 
carried unanimously to approve the May 2025 claims lists in the amounts of: 
  
$80,288.47 for General Fund 
$36,269.55 for Liquor Fund 
$32,182.11 for Water/Sewer Fund 
 

• To accept the Account Balances and Financial Statements as of 05/31/2025.   
 
Councilmember Coulombe made a motion to accept the reports; seconded by Councilmember 
Lahmayer and carried unanimously. 
 

• To approve Resolution 2025-04 To Authorize Application for 2026 Capital Bonding for City 
Maintenance Shop. 

 
Councilmember Coulombe made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-04 To Authorize 
Application for Capital Bonding for City Maintenance Shop; seconded by Councilmember 
Lahmayer and carried unanimously. 
 

• To approve Resolution 2025-05 To Authorize Application for 2026 Capital Bonding for Pier 
Project. 

 
Councilmember Coulombe made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-05 To Authorize 
Application for Capital Bonding for Pier Project; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and 
carried unanimously. 
 

• To accept the $4,000 donation from the Ranier Recreation Club.   
 
Councilmember Wilcox made a motion to accept the $4,000 donation from the Ranier 
Recreation Club; seconded by Councilmember Lahmayer and carried unanimously. 
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LIQUOR STORE 
 

• To accept May 2025 Liquor Store Operating Statement   
 
The Council reviewed the Operating Statement for the month of May 2025 with a net profit of 
$285.46 (due to purchase of bottle cooler, ice machine and electrical work) compared to May 
2024 with a net profit of $6,990.21. 
 
Councilmember Coulombe made a motion to accept the May 2025 Liquor Store Operating 
Statement; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and carried unanimously. 
 
BUILDINGS, STREETS AND GROUNDS 
 

• Maintenance Report 
 
Public Works Supervisor Nick Hagen reported that gravel had been delivered to the water break 
area at CSAH 20/TH 11.  Mayor Wagner stated that he is working with MNDOT to coordinate 
repair of the road at intersection. 
Councilmember Lahmayer asked that Hagen deliver black dirt to the Duluth Street park area to 
place around the trees.  Mayor Wagner asked Hagen to prune trees hanging into the right of way 
at the former Arden Barnes property on Main Street owned by Kris and Charles Helleloid. 
Councilmember Coulombe inquired about the Ranier Park playground equipment wondering 
when it would be put in place.  Hagen is waiting on the contractor to have time to come finish 
the project.   
 

• To approve or deny recommendation from Ranier Land Use Planning Commission on 
variance request for 3517 Town Road 130. 

 
ZONING VARIANCE REQUEST – PARCEL # 98-005-01080 Riverside Park, Lot 8 of Block 1, 3517 
Town Road 130 

Jaena Dennis, property owner, has filed a request for a variance from the Shoreland Overlay 50 
foot set-back requirement.  A notice of the public meeting to hear the variance request was 
published in the Rainy Lake Gazette on May 30, 2025 posted on the Ranier website and at the 
Ranier Post Office.   

Property owner proposes to construct a 24L’ x 30W’ deck addition on the north side of the house 
structure (lake side), the deck would not have a roof, approximately 3’ off the ground and with 
42” railings.  The existing house structure is around 50 feet from the Ordinary High Water Level. 

The parcel lies within the R-1 Zoning District and Shoreland Overlay Zone. 
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The Land Use Planning Commission voted unanimously to recommend a variance from the 
Shoreland OWHL set-back requirement for a 20L’ x 30W’ deck addition. 

Councilmember Coulombe made a motion to approve the variance from the Shoreland OWHL 
set-back requirement for a 20L’ x 30W’ deck addition; seconded by Councilmember Lahmayer 
and carried unanimously. 
 

• To approve or deny recommendation from Ranier Land Use Planning Commission on 
variance request for 3473 County Road 46. 

 

ZONING VARIANCE REQUEST – PARCEL # 98-004-00321 Brennans Beach, That part of Lot 32 
Brennans Beach and that part of the Amended Plat of Lots 31 and 32, of Brennans Beach, lying 
Northerly of Poplar Street, both lying East of the following described line:  Beginning at the 
intersection of the West line of said amended plat and the North line of Poplar Street, thence 
Northerly on a deflection angle to the East of 2 degrees, 05 minutes 24 seconds from said West 
line a distance of 269 feet, more or less, to the short of Rainy Lake and there terminating, 3473 
County Road 46. 

Darlene and Clarence Olsen, property owners, have filed a request for a variance from the west 
side yard 10 foot setback.  A notice of the public meeting to hear the variance request was 
published in the Rainy Lake Gazette on May 30, 2025, posted on the Ranier website and at the 
Ranier Post Office.   

Property owners propose to construct a 20’ x 20’ addition to the west side of the home with the 
majority of the addition at 7.5’ from the west side yard set-back and a portion of it aligning with 
the existing cabin which does not meet the required west side set-back.  The current cabin is 
nonconforming in that it does not meet the required 10 foot side yard set-back.  

The Land Use Planning Committee recommended unanimously to grant the variance from the 
side yard set-back requirement. 
 
Councilmember Coulombe made a motion to grant the variance from the side yard set-back 
requirement in order to construct the 20’ x 20’ addition to the west side of the home structure           
seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and carried unanimously. 
 
WATER AND SEWER 
OTHER BUSINESS 
OPEN FORUM 
 
Councilmember Coulombe made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by 
Councilmember Lahmayer and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting. 
  
THE MEETING ADJOURNED @ 7:00 pm.  


