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CITY OF RANIER COUNCIL
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING MINUTES

RANIER COMMUNITY BUILDING
TUESDAY JULY 8, 2025 @ 6:30 pm

Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. A quorum was present.

Council Present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers, Ron Wilcox, Jennifer Lahmayer,
Todd Coulombe, JoAnn Kellner

Absent: None

Others present: City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux, Tammy Toratti, Berta Wilcox, Matt

Maxa, Darcy Sullivan KCC-TV, Jenn Seegert- Liquor Store Manager, Nick
Hagen — Public Work Supervisor, Edith Jenkinson — Deputy Clerk, Francis
Einerson, Rocky Kucera

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

e To approve tonight’s agenda.

Councilmember Kellner made a motion to approve tonight’s agenda; seconded by
Councilmember Coulombe and carried unanimously.

BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION

e Torecommend approving 06/17/2025 Council Meeting Minutes.

A motion was made by Councilmember Wilcox; seconded by Councilmember Lahmayer and
carried unanimously to recommend approving 06/17/2025 Council Meeting Minutes.

e Torecommend approving the June 2025 Claims.

A motion was made by Councilmember Coulombe; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and
carried unanimously to recommend approving the June 2025 claims lists in the amounts of:

$28,530.87 for General Fund
$27,736.70  for Liquor Fund
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$25,103.97 for Water/Sewer Fund

e To accept the Account Balances and Financial Statements as of 06/30/2025.

Councilmember Wilcox made a motion to recommend accepting the reports; seconded by
Councilmember Kellner and carried unanimously.

LIQUOR STORE

e Torecommend accepting June 2025 Liquor Store Operating Statement

Liquor Store Manager Jenn Seegert reported that opening on the July 4™ holiday was a success.
Seegert has been scheduling bar-backs on the weekends, as suggested. The BBQ cook-off will be
held July 19th. There are 14 teams signed up and there will be live band. There was discussion
about an alternative to the grain bin for Ranier Days.

The Council reviewed the Operating Statement for the month of June 2025 with a net profit of
$13,382.30 compared to June 2024 with a net profit of $9,394.85.

Councilmember Coulombe made a motion to recommend accepting the June 2025 Liquor Store
Operating Statement; seconded by Councilmember Lahmayer and carried unanimously.

BUILDINGS, STREETS AND GROUNDS

e Maintenance Report

Public Works Supervisor Nick Hagen reported that the summer help are doing well keeping up
with mowing. There was discussion about a PVC pipe by Ranier beach that is clogging up. Mayor
Wagner suggested that the Little Free Library in front of the Community Building can use some
paint. Mayor Wagner alerted Hagen to a water main valve box on Spruce Street that needs
attention. Hagen reported that construction on the Ranier Beach Dock begin next week. Hagen
will get quotes on purchasing gravel for alleys. The bollards need to be installed at Spruce Street
Landing. Councilmember Coulombe asked when the playground equipment will be installed.
Hagen is waiting on the contractor.

WATER AND SEWER

e |nformation from North Kooch Area Sanitary Sewer District regarding restructuring of
Board of Directors.

Council reviewed an informational letter from North Kooch Area regarding the restructuring of
their Board.
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OTHER BUSINESS

e To recommend approving the accurate description of the Ranier Plat-Main Street
Vacation.

The Koochiching County Surveyor recommended to NOT vacate 10 feet of Lots 11 and 12 of Block
1 Ranier Plat because portions of the paved road cross these lots.

The accurate legal description is as follows:

The southerly 10 feet of MAIN STREET as dedicated in the plat of RANIER,
according to the recorded plat thereof, lying westerly of the northerly
prolongation of the east line of Lot 1, Block 1, said plat of RANIER, and lying
easterly of the northerly prolongation of the west line of Lot 10, Block 1, said plat
of RANIER.

The Northerly 10 feet of MAIN STREET as dedicated in the plat of RANIER,
according to the recorded plat thereof, lying westerly of the southerly
prolongation of the east line of Lot 5, Block 2, said plat of RANIER, and lying
easterly of the southerly prolongation of the west line of Lot 10, Block 2, said plat
of RANIER.

Mayor Wagner is concerned about the existing power poles and existing utility easements. He
would like to have a checklist/ list of criteria for future vacation of property.

Councilmember Coulombe made a motion to table the recommendation to approve the legal
description of the vacation of portions of Main Street in Ranier Plat; seconded by
Councilmember Kellner and carried unanimously.

e To recommend approving the accurate description of the Fifth Street Vacation in
American Suburbs Company’s East Side Addition to International Falls.

The Koochiching County Surveyor drafted the accurate legal description as follows:

That part of FIFTH STREET as dedicated in the plat of American Suburbs Company’s
East Side Addition to International Falls, according to the recorded plat thereof,
lying westerly of the southerly prolongation of the west line of Lot 15, Block 3, said
plat of American Suburbs Company’s East Side Addition to International Falls, and
lying easterly of the southerly prolongation to the west line of Lot 16, Block 3, said
plat of American Suburbs Company’s East Side Addition to International Falls.

Councilmember Lahmayer made a motion to recommend the legal description of the vacation
of portions of Fifth Street in American Suburbs Company’s East Side Addition to International
Falls; seconded by Councilmember Coulombe and carried unanimously.
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e Ranier Days Update 08/07-08/09/2025

Ranier Recreation Club representative Berta Wilcox reported that the Rec Club is putting on a
raffle to fund Ranier Days. She requested that the Mayor and Mayor Pro-Tem lead the parade
with the Ranier Days banner. The annual Pancake Breakfast will be held at the Ranier Community
Hall at 7:30 on 08/09/2025.

e Pier Project update

Mayor Wagner has spoken with the engineers about modifications to the project and asking for
a price for the modifications and bid letting.

e USCG Request for Comment on CN Rail Bridge Replacement

Mayor Wagner wants the Council to formulate a response/comment to the USCG due by
07/28/2025. Gautreaux can work with RLPOA on formulating comments on concerns of
restriction of the flow through the river and clearance under the bridge along with concerns on
the restrictions on lifting the bridge on the navigable waterway.

OPEN FORUM

Francis Einerson attended the meeting representing Birch Point residents requesting city water
service. Mayor Wagner suggested that he speak with County Commissioner about county
easements and funding. Mayor Wagner stated that he could come up with a very rough estimate
of the cost. Lahmayer offered that the Rainy Lake/Rainy River 1 Water Shed Board could possibly
would be able to offer some funding.

Councilmember Coulombe made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by
Councilmember Lahmayer and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.

THE MEETING ADJOURNED @ 7:15 pm.
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