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CITY OF RANIER COUNCIL
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

RANIER COMMUNITY BUILDING
TUESDAY AUGUST 19, 2025 @ 6:30 pm

Mayor Dennis Wagner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. A quorum was present.

Council Present: Mayor Dennis Wagner, Councilmembers Ron Wilcox, Jennifer Lahmayer,
Todd Coulombe, JoAnn Kellner

Absent: None

Others present: City Administrator Sherril Gautreaux, Tammy Toratti, Berta Wilcox, Darcy

Sullivan KCC-TV, Matt Maxa, Francis Einerson

CALL MEETING TO ORDER
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

e To approve tonight’s agenda.

Councilmember Kellner made a motion to approve tonight’s agenda; seconded by
Councilmember Coulombe and carried unanimously.

BUDGET/ADMINISTRATION

e To approve 07/15/2025 Council Meeting Minutes.

Councilmember Coulombe made a motion to approve 07/15/2025 Council Meeting Minutes;
seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and carried unanimously.

e To approve the July 2025 Claims.

Councilmember Coulombe made a motion; seconded by Councilmember Wilcox and carried
unanimously to approve the July 2025 claims lists in the amounts of:

$120,019.35 for General Fund

$42,424.33  for Liquor Fund

$25,992.37 for Water/Sewer Fund

$2,541.00 for 2021A GO Street Reconstruction Refunding Note
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e To accept the Account Balances and Financial Statements as of 07/31/2025.

Councilmember Wilcox made a motion to accept the reports; seconded by Councilmember
Kellner and carried unanimously.

e To accept Ranier Recreation Club Donation of $5,500

Ranier Recreation Club wants to contribute $1,500 for WSN rink proposal for conceptual
drawings for aiding grant opportunities for rink rehabilitation.

Councilmember Coulombe made a motion to accept the $5,500 contribution; seconded by
Councilmember Wilcox and carried unanimously.

e KCC-TV Contribution Request

KCC-TV films the Ranier Council Meetings for KCC-TV public access on Channel 7 and YouTube.
KCC-TV is requesting a $1,500 contribution.

Councilmember Wilcox made a motion to approve the $1,500 contribution to KCC-TV;
seconded by Councilmember Lahmayer and carried unanimously.

LIQUOR STORE

e To accept the July 2025 Liguor Store Operating Statement

The Council reviewed the Operating Statement for the month of July 2025 with a net profit of
$15,078.86 compared to June 2024 with a net profit of $5,438.57.

Councilmember Coulombe made a motion to recommend accepting the July 2025 Liquor Store
Operating Statement; seconded by Councilmember Lahmayer and carried unanimously.

BUILDINGS, STREETS AND GROUNDS

e WSN Rink Proposal

WSN submitted a proposal to provide conceptual layouts for potential grant opportunities to
rehabilitate the city’s ice rink facilities. The Ranier Recreation Club is willing to fund the proposal.

Councilmember Wilcox made a motion to accept the WSN proposal for the Ranier Rink;
seconded by Councilmember Kellner and carried unanimously.

WATER AND SEWER
OTHER BUSINESS
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e [|’Falls Ambulance Service Request from Mayor Dill for Meetings

International Falls Mayor Drake Dill sent a letter requesting one or two councilmembers to meet
to discuss the International Falls ambulance service. The Council will send 2 representatives;
Councilmembers Coulombe and Mayor Wagner would like to attend. Councilmember Lahmayer
would like to be an alternate.

Councilmember Coulombe and Wilcox motion to approve sending council representatives to
meet with Mayor Dill and Councilmember Holden regarding I’Falls Ambulance Service.

e Information on Vacation Procedures for Council review.

At last month’s meeting, Mayor Wagner asked for further information on vacation proceedings.
A policy was drafted for Council review. Council will continue to review the information.

OPEN FORUM

Francis Einerson spoke to the Council regarding potentially getting water utilities to Birch Point.
Mr. Einerson met with County Board Commission Destry Hell and County Engineer Trent
Nicholson to discuss the issue. Nicholson stated that County Road 117 will be resurfaced in 2029
which could be a good time to coordinate activities. Mr. Einerson will continue speaking with the
County regarding potential water service to Birch Point.

Councilmember Lahmayer discussed the MNDNR Public Water Permit issued to CN for bridge
replacement. Lahmayer would like the Council to consider hiring an expert to measure the
squealing noise of the trains at the crossing and offer options to mitigate the noise. Mayor
Wagner suggested that the EPA or the MPCA can measure the squealing noise. Ask MPCA how
can monitor it?

Councilmember Wilcox made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Councilmember
Coulombe and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.

THE MEETING ADJOURNED @ 7:00 pm.
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